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THUMBS UP TO JIM 
| would like to give my own 
thumbs up to Jim Cornette for try- 
ing to return wrestling to wrestling. 
Men Like Wilbur Snyder, Pat 
O’Connor, and Lou Thesz were 
real wrestlers, not the clowns, 





give the thumbs up salute after winning the belts from The Headbangers. Reader 
Leon Barfield appreciates Cornette’s influence in the WWF. 


comic book characters, freaks, 
and acrobats we see today. Very 
few of today’s wrestlers, except 
for Chris Benoit and Dean 
Malenko, know a headlock from a 
hammerlock. 
LEON BARFIELD 
Atlanta, GA 


NEVER SURRENDER 
| don’t think Konnan had any 
right to back down from Juventud 


Guerrera and have Scott Norton 
wrestle him, especially after 
Konnan made the challenge on 
WCW Monday Nitro. 

Not only did K-Dog cower, but 
he lied by saying that Juvi’s oppo- 
nent was the same height and 
weight and wrestled in the same 
style. | am glad that Juventud was 
not intimidated by the bigger, 
stronger, and tougher Norton, 
even though he lost the match. 

Konnan then showed how little 
class he has by insulting Juvi’s 
mother. Actually, Juventud has 
become more aggressive since 
losing the mask. | will always have 
nothing but respect for Juventud 
Guerrera, no matter what happens 
to him. 

CASSIE SIMMONS 
Lancaster, OH 


WHERE IS BRET? 

| am a long-time fan of Bret 
Hart, and | am distraught over not 
seeing him wrestle on a regular 
basis in WCW. 

It is not fair to his loyal fans that 
we only get to see him once in a 
while on pay-per-view events. Mr. 
Hart boo-hooed when WWF fans 
turned against him and when 
Vince McMahon stabbed him in 





Bret Hart hasn’t wrestled that often 
since he signed with WCW. Some 
diehard “Hitman” fans, like D. Rooker, 
feel cheated by Hart’s light schedule. 
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Taz and Bam Bam Bigelow embody the style of wrestling 
that ECW fans love, but reader J. Grosever wants to 
know how much longer he can expect “extreme” effort 
from these two now that they’re no longer champions. 


the back, but he is “screwing over’ 
his tried-and-true fans who have 
remained loyal to him throughout 
the years without ever giving up 
on him. 
| wish he would take the time to 
wrestle just to let his fans know 
that he is the best there is, the 
best there was, and the best there 
ever will be. What ever happened 
to the fighting spirit we saw in the 
WWF? Has WCW turned the 
“Hitman” soft? 
D. ROOKER 
Lansdale, PA 


GIVE IT UP 
Let’s give Lex Luger credit for 
being consistent. After all these 
years, he is still a blowhard who 
hasn’t won squat! 
BILL DIXON 
Sarasota Springs, FL 


HOPELESSLY DEVOTED? 

| am curious to see how loyal 
Taz and Bam Bam Bigelow remain 
to ECW now that the beloved TV 
title is out of their hands. 

Taz has shown that he is a tire- 
less worker and a valiant champi- 
on, but can he remain focused 
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when he is not in the 
championship pic- 
ture? Let’s see how 
he likes ECW while 
looking at things 
from the bottom up. | 
am sure he will fight 
back into contention 
somehow, but let’s 
see if the big bucks 
are harder to resist 
now that he no 
longer calls the 
shots. 

As for Bigelow, 
what good is he to 
The Triple Threat 
without a belt? At 
this point he is just a 
lot of dead weight. 
Once again, “The 
Beast From The 
East” has shown he 
can't hold on toa 
belt for more than a 
few weeks. | think Taz and Big- 
elow should leave ECW; their time 
has come and gone. 

J. GROSEVER 
Baltimore, MD 


“BEAST” IS BEST 

As far as I’m concerned, the 
WWF can keep Ken Shamrock 
and Mike Tyson. Shamrock calls 
himself “the world’s most danger- 
ous man,” and Vince McMahon 
calls Mike Tyson “the baddest 
man on the planet,” but anybody 
with an ounce of intelligence 
knows that the baddest man in 
professional wrestling is Dan “The 
Beast” Severn. 

Severn has held many amateur 
titles and is a former UFC champi- 
on. He doesn’t need to act crazy 
or bite anybody’s ears to beat 
them up. He commands instant 
respect the moment he steps 
between the ropes. | hope Severn 
and Shamrock face each other 
very soon so “The Beast” can 
show him what a real fighting 
champion looks like. 

REBECCA TIGHE 
San Pedro, CA 
(Continued on page 52) 
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REPORTER'S 
NOTEBOOK 


— By Stu Saks 





A lot of people ask me if pro wrestlers are different on a one-to-one 
basis than they are when the camera is on them and there’s a micro- 
phone in their face. The answer is yes ... and no. Most the so-called good 
guys in this sport have their moments when they can be downright 
nasty, and a lot of the quote-unquote bad guys can be rather human in 
the right atmosphere. 

That being said, the following list Cwhich also includes one manager and 
one broadcaster) should be considered to be a broad characterization and 
not to be misconstrued as being true 100 percent of the time. 


Nicest Wrestler: Rey Misterio Jr. 

Meanest Wrestler: Billy Gunn 

Most Aloof Wrestler: Kevin Nash 

Funniest Wrestler: Al Snow 

Most Uplifting Wrestler: Jerry Lawler 

Most Depressing Wrestler: Raven 

Most Intellectual Wrestler: Bob Backlund 
Most Intellectually Challenged Wrestlers: Mark/Troy Mest 
Biggest Prankster: Marty Jannetty 

Most Conceited Wrestler: Lex Luger 

Most Humble Wrestler: Bill Goldberg 

Most Neurotic Wrestler: Dallas Page 

Most Intimidating Wrestler: Randy Savage 
Most Accommodating Wrestler: Ultimo Dragon 
Least Accommodating Wrestler: Shawn Michaels 
Most Intense Wrestler: Perry Saturn 

Most Laid-Back Wrestler: Curt Hennig 

Most Obnoxious Wrestler: Eddy Guerrero 
Most Generous Wrestler: Roddy Piper 

Most Sentimental Wrestler: Cactus Jack 

Most Jealous Wrestler: Rocky Maivia 

Flakiest Wrestler: Brian Christopher 
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T TOOK VINCE McMAHON 

stepping into the ring against 

WWF World champ Steve Aus- 
tin for the WWF's Raw Is War to 
finally beat WCW Monday Nitro 
head-to-head in the ratings (4.6 to 
4.3 on April 13). It was the first time 
since June 10, 1996—when Raw 
won, 2.7 to 2.6—that the WWF 
accomplished that feat. 
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VINCE McMAHON 





Unfortunately for the WWF, Nitro 
was right back on top the following 
week, posting a 5.1 compared to 
Raw’s 4.4. Incredibly enough, 
Nitro’s last quarter hour that night 
drew a record 6.5 for the match in 
which Hollywood Hogan defeated 
Randy Savage for the WCW World 
title. 

Speaking of record numbers, the 
Tokyo Dome set a few records on 
April 4, the date of Antonio Inoki’s 
retirement match, as a record 
70,000 fans paid nearly $7-million 
and bought $2.6-million in mer- 
chandise ... Just before press time, 
WCW filed a $2-million lawsuit 
against Ric Flair. According to a 
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story in the Charlotte Observer, the 
suit charges Flair with breaking the 
three-year, $1.95-million deal he 
signed in November 1997 by miss- 
ing a series of scheduled dates. | 
contacted Flair for comment, and 
all he would say was, “I hope we all 
can walk away from this with our 
heads held high.” 

On a side note, Flair was at 
Michigan's Pontiac Silverdome on 
April 11 to watch his son Reed win 
the national AAU 112-pound “mid- 
get” division wrestling title. Reed 
won local and state qualifying tour- 
naments to get to the national 
finals. Let’s all give Reed a big 
“Whoooooo!” for his great accom- 
plishment. 


o-. 





BILL GOLDBERG 


WCW U.S. heavyweight champi- 
on Bill Goldberg is going out of his 
way to get both attention and 
respect from Hollywood Hogan. 
Goldberg paces outside Hogan’s 
dressing room whenever they are 
in the same arena, waits for Hogan 
to emerge, then gives him that icy 
stare for which he has become 


famous. Hogan has asked the head 
of WCW security, Doug Dellinger, 
to stop Goldberg from doing this, 
but Dellinger says he cannot do 
anything because Goldberg is not 
breaking any rules. Regarding talk 
that Hogan has tried to recruit 
Goldberg as. an ally, Hollywood 
says, “What do | need him for when 
| got The Disciple looking out for 
me? This Goldberg guy hangs out- 
side my dressing room waiting for 
me to sign his little autograph book. 
He’s becoming an annoyance, and 
| wish he’d stay the hell away from 
me!” 

Terry Funk said the bloody war 
he had in the past with Cactus 
Jack, who was his tag team part- 
ner only a few months ago, is about 
to be reborn. “Cactus Jack, Dude 
Love, Mankind, Mick Foley, 
they’re all the same—a bunch of 
egg-suckin’ cowards. | can’t wait to 
get my hands on him ... or them!” 

East Coast independent star 
Reckless Youth was recently 
spotted in a WWF locker room 
chatting with members of De- 
Generation X ... Sable’s left foot 
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was broken in three places during 
a melee with Luna in April. But 
this time it wasn’t Luna who did 
the damage. Instead, Sable’s 
injury occurred when referee Tim 
White lost his balance during the 
scrum and fell on Sable’s foot ... 
The Bushwhackers recently 
appeared on an ECW card in 
Florida and were announced as 
Butch and Luke Dudley. Said 
Buh Buh Ray Dudley: “They’re a 
welcome addition to our family. 
They’d be a welcome addition to 
anyone's family.” 

Congratulations to the legendary 
Lou Thesz, who celebrated his 
82nd birthday on April 24 ... 
Former WCW broadcaster Chris 
Cruise has become a manager, 
and he’s signed both The Iron 
Sheik and Kamala Il. The evil trio 
is feuding with New Dimension 
Wrestling brass knuckles champion 
Rick Link ... Lady Victoria, a 
manager and wrestler in Mexico’s 
Promo Azteca, warns WCW wres- 
tlers to beware of the man she 


DIABLO & VICTORIA 
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hopes to bring there soon, El Hijo 
del Diablo. “He will make you for- 
get all about Rey Misterio Jr. and 
Juventud Guerrera. He is the 
finest athlete in all of Mexico, and 
how lucky he is to have me guiding 
his career.” 


SGT. CRAIG PITTMAN 





Former WCW wrestler Sgt. 
Craig Pittman is negotiating with 
the WWF ... Both members of New 
Breed Wrestling’s Pittsburgh Steel 
Team are now singles champions. 
Rodney Allen defeated H.C. Loc 
to win the light heavyweight title, 
while John Diamond downed 
Tony DeVito to take the NBW TV 
title ... Terry Landell has been 
assigned to a commissioner’s post 
for Tennessee Mountain Wrestling. 

Former USWA broadcaster 
Stacey Carter, who happens to be 
Jerry Lawler’s girlfriend, is getting 
very involved in Lawler’s battles. 
She recently teamed with him for a 
mixed tag match, then attacked 
Lawler’s old rival Bill Dundee on a 
televised edition of Memphis’ 
Power Pro Wrestling ... Black 
Diamond and Man of Thunder 
won the Pro Wrestling Federation 


——— 





By Gill Apter 
tag team belts from George South 


and Italian Stallion after South 
turned against Stallion. 


BOB STEELE 





Former Grande Wrestling Al- 
liance heavyweight champion 
Bob Steele has been unable to 
secure a title shot against the 
man who won the title from him, 
George “The Animal” Steele. 
“The commissioners told me that 
to get a shot at him | have to beat 
at least 10 opponents, even 
though I’m the former champion,” 
Bob says. “These Grande rules 
stink!” ... Although you haven't 
see him in quite some time, 
Mortis might actually be the fan 
sitting next to you at WCW match- 
es. “Mortis is under reconstruc- 
tion,” says James Vandenberg, 
the masked man’s manager. 
“He’s at every WCW card as a 
paying customer because he 
wants to scout opponents. | will 
probably bring him back in a few 
months, without the mask, and we 
will rule WCW like no one else 
has—including the NWO!” 

That's all for now. I'll see you at 
the matches! Oo 


9 


Te LONG RELATIONSHIP 
between Randy Savage and 
Elizabeth has taken many 
twists and turns and gone down 
many roads, and anybody who has 
followed this pair for the past 12 
years knows that there has never 
been any telling where they might go 
next. From a strict manager-wrestler 
relationship, to boyfriend-girlfriend, to 
estrangement, to engagement and 
marriage, to divorce, to a strict man- 
ager-wrestler relationship, Randy and 
Liz have gone full circle. And yet 
they're still together. 

There has never been anything like it in wrestling, 
perhaps in the history of personal relationships. 


THE 





Miss Elizabeth poses with her friend and former husband, Randy 
Savage, before a match. What is it that keeps these two together after 
all these years? 
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With Dave Lenker 


They have somehow found ways to 
work, love, and work together, 
despite their differences, despite 
their obvious problems. Divorce tore 
them apart, but it obviously didn’t 
destroy the respect they have for 
each other. Perhaps Elizabeth sees 
Savage as her meal ticket. Perhaps 
Savage sees Elizabeth as the one 
supporter he can’t do without. 
Whatever. They go on. 

Recently, | had an interesting view 
of the Savage-Elizabeth relationship. 
It opened my eyes and made me 
rethink the way | have viewed them 





over the past few years. The incidents happened 
over a period of one week. 


On March 31 in Madison, Wisconsin, 
Savage suffered a torn anterior cruciate liga- 
ment in his right knee during a melee with 
Sting. There was speculation he would be out 
of action for six months or more. | wasn’t 
there for the Madison match. But | was at 
Miami Arena on April 6, when Savage was 
the victim of a heinous parking lot attack by a 
mysterious man in a little red car. 

Maybe not so mysterious. According to 
Kevin Nash, the man in the little red car was 
Hollywood Hogan. 

But that’s not the point of this column. 
Savage suffered severe injuries in the attack. 
The torn ACL was aggravated. Savage also 
suffered an injured neck and shoulder and 
had to be immobilized for the ambulance ride 
to the hospital. It was scary watching Savage 
placed on the stretcher and into a device that 
kept his head from moving. Elizabeth, watch- 
ing from inches away, couldn’t control her 
tears. 

| watched this scene from about 25 feet 
away and kept wondering, Why? Why is 
Elizabeth so upset? Why has she been 
moved to tears? 

Elizabeth rode with Savage in the ambu- 
lance to the hospital. Because reporters aren't 
permitted in ambulances, | followed behind 
them to the nearby hospital. Savage was 
removed from the ambulance and rushed into 
emergency. When | arrived, Elizabeth was sit- 
ting in the waiting room, dabbing at her eyes 
with tissues that were already soaked with 
tears and nervously shaking her legs. She 
saw me and didn’t say a word. 

Every five minutes or so, Elizabeth would 
get up, walk over to the receptionist, and ask if 
there was any word on Savage. Each time, the 

(Continued on page 54) 
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Behind the 
Dressing Room 
Door 


by Dave Rosenbaum 





HIS IS VERY quickly turning 
{ into an “I Hate Hulk Hogan” 
column. 

Okay, so this has been an “I 
Hate Hulk Hogan” column for 
years. Ever since it started, in fact. 

But my aim is clear: | deeply 
disrespect Hulk Hogan and | want 
you to disrespect him, too. 

Fortunately for those of us in 
the Hogan disrespect camp, the 
“Huckster” keeps on coming up 
with new reasons for us to dislike 
him. 

After Randy Savage tore his 
ACL (Note to readers: ACL is not 
the name of a new federation or 
WCW clique) at a WCW Saturday 
Night taping, Hogan predictably 
checked in with his opinion that he 
should get Savage’s title shot 
against Sting at Spring Stampede. 

“The ‘Macho Man’ never earned 
that title match,” Hogan said. “I 
had that coward Sting beat like a 
dog at SuperBrawl, but then 
‘Macho’ came out and stuck his 
nose in my business, where it 
doesn’t belong. I'll take his title 
shot, because it shoulda been 
mine in the first place.” 

Thanks for your unsolicited 
opinion, Hulk. You might remem- 
ber that last month in this space, | 
reported on Hogan’s demand that 
Scott Hall give him the WCW 
World heavyweight belt if he were 
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to win it at SuperBrawl VIII (he 
didn’t win it). So twice in two 
months, Hogan has made ridicu- 
lous demands. 

This, of course, is perfectly typi- 
cal Hogan behavior. The man who 
calls himself Hollywood Hogan, 
even though every single one of 
his movie and TV appearances 
have been an embarrassment to 
the Hollywood movie establish- 
ment, never fails to amaze with his 
egocentrism. | mean, this guy is 
too much. Can you believe he was 
once a fan favorite? Can you 


Hollywood Hogan is at it 
FTet-iaMme(-tuir-lacelinre mm (hii-medale) 6) 
that he hasn't earned. Believe 
it or not, Dave Rosenbaum is 
tired of listening to Hogan’s 
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believe he was once the most 
popular wrestler in history? 

Hey, | can. The thing is, Hogan 
hasn't changed at all. Not a bit. 
He’s the same Hogan he used to 
be. These days, he just doesn’t 
bother hiding his bad side. 

What was that? What did | just 
say? How could Hogan ever hide 
his bad side? It’s too big! For 
some reason, fans used to love 
Hogan’s bad side. They didn’t 
mind that he was constantly beg- 
ging for attention and ripping them 

(Continued on page 55) 
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“questions correctly without 
getting pinned, you will have 
earned the title “Undisputed . 
Wrestling Trivia Champ” and 
WIN EVERY WRESTLING 
PAY-PER-VIEW FOR A YEAR. 
PLUS: Each month, five 
runners-up will receive a grab 
bag of wrestling magazine 
back issues. 


ALL NEW QUESTIONS! 
If you can answer the following questions, you could be the next winner and 
RECEIVE EVERY WRESTLING PAY-PER-VIEW FOR THE NEXT YEAR! 


ACTUAL QUESTIONS 


The voice of ECW is ...? 
1) Joey Styles 

2) Paul E. Dangerously 
3) Tommy Dreamer 

4) Bill Alfonso 


The Undertaker was once tag 
team partners with ...? 


Lex Luger is also known as ...? 
1) Totally Awesome 

2) The Six Pack 

3) The Total Package 

4) None of the above 


1) Lou Albano 


3) Rick Steiner 


True or False: The Giant competed in 

the 1988 Summer Olympics as a mem- 

ber of the Austrian basketball team? 
1) True 2) False 


4) None of the above 





How did you do? If 
you’re up for the chal- 
lenge and want to put 
your wrestling knowl- 
edge to work, call now 
and GO FOR THE 
GRAND PRIZE and 
receive every wrestling 
pay-per-view for a year! 


2) Sgt. Slaughter 


This service is available on both touch-tone and rotary-dial phones. Kids, get your parents’ permission. 
Wrestling Challenge Rules & Regulations 


Call as often as you like. The contest begins February 15, 1998, and continues 
through July 30, 1998. There is no age restriction to participate. The charge for each 
call is $1.99 per minute. The contest is sponsored by Advanced Telecom Services 
and London Publishing Co. in connection with Pro Wrestling Illustrated. No Purchase 
necessary to participate. Void in MN, NJ, LA, GA, and where prohibited by law. All 
unclaimed prizes will be awarded via a second-chance drawing. The odds of winning 
are dependent upon the number of entries. Complete rules and mail-in entries are 
available by sendin os a self-addressed stamped envelope to PWI TRIVIA, P.O. Box 
625, Devon, PA 19333. To win, answer seven consecutive trivia questions correctly 
and you automatically qualify for the Grand Prize of every wrestling pay-per-view for 


one year (maximum retail value is $750.00). Winners will be selected at random from 
the aoa of all eligible entries. The Grand Prize will be awarded in the form of one 
payment in the amount of $750.00. It is the Grand Prize winner's responsibility to 
order and pay for each wrestling pay-per-view event. From February 15, 1998, till 
July 30, 1998, a total of one (1) Grand Prize will be awarded. In addition, twenty (20) 
wrestlin grab bag back issue packages (five per week) will be awarded (retail value 
$20 each). Advanced Telecom Services will select the winners. London Publishing 
Co. will select the back issues to be included in the grab bag packages. No substitu- 
tions allowed. Direct all inquiries, to Advanced Telecom Services at BCM Box 6424, 
London WCIN 3XX 


4586/10-97/2-c 


the. 


by Brandi 





(The opinions expressed in 
“The Insider” are those of Brandi 
Mankiewicz alone and do not 
necessarily reflect the opinions of 
anyone else on the staff of this 
magazine.) 


ider 


Mankiewicz 


now, the fad of cheering rule- 
breakers has been becoming 
a way of life in professional wres- 
tling. At first, | saw it as a boon for 
the evil set and its proponents. 


F sos NEARLY TWO years 





Ever notice that every time Steve Austin appears on WWF TV, he's wearing the kind 
of T-shirt that fans can pick up at a nearby souvenir stand? This man does not have 
the heart of a true rulebreaker beating inside his chest. 
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The NWO became popular 
because of this, and just last year, 
we witnessed the rebirth of my 
favorite magazine, Wrestling Bad 
Guys (albeit as only the magazine- 
within- Wrestle Ameririca). 

But what | first saw as a boon, | 
now see as a bust. Allow me to 
get upon my soapbox and an- 
nounce to every wrestling fan who 
cheers on his or her favorite bad 
guys. Allow the “Queen” to impart 
to you some advice: 

Stop. 

Now. 

What you, the fans, are doing is 
ruining rulebreaking. By rooting on 
the black-hatted set, you are poi- 
soning the poisonous well of evil, 
destroying the very foundation 
upon which wrestling was built. 
Cheer the hero. Boo the bad guy. 
At first, | reveled in the sheer nov- 
elty of hearing someone like Kevin 
Nash get cheered louder and loud- 
er as his acts became more hei- 
nous. Now | am starting to see the 
error in the fans’ ways. 

If you think these cheers are 
harmless, you are dead wrong. 
There have been many casualties. 
Fine, upstanding rulebreakers who 
have fallen by the wayside. | call it 
character un-assassination. 

Steve Austin was once a no- 
nonsense, no-frills, butt-kickin’, 
foul-mouthed rulebreaker. Every- 
one—and | mean everyone— 
would have preferred to slap his 
face as opposed to shaking his 
hand. Fans reigned jeers down 
upon him and he looked upon 
them with equal disdain. But the 
minute he coined his famous 
“Austin 3:16,” everything changed 
for the worse. 

Now Austin flies in the face of 
authority with the fans behind him. 
He knows it, too. That is what 
fuels his belligerence and precise- 
ly what makes his so-called devo- 
tion to rulebreaking insincere. He 
will flip you off, but don’t forget to 
pick up his T-shirt on your way out 
of the building. 

Bill Goldberg is the latest and 

(Continued on page 56) 
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1997 ALMANAC i 
The atithoritative wrestling refer- 
ence tool: Full pay-per-view and 
Supercard results. Title histories. 
Every “PWI500."-1996 Stats, 
Digest-sized.196 pages! 


Name 


(| 1997 Wrestling Yearbook 
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 Bur-kickin’, attitude-filled “pro-files,” 
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~ in. 1997 for wrestling’s top stars. 
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“London Publishing Co. 
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Ft Washington PA 19034 


Assignment 


N THE COVER of the No- 

vember 1997 issue of Pro 

Wrestling Illustrated, Senior 
Writer/Cartoonist Steve Anderson 
used his artistic skills to depict 
Vince McMahon and Eric Bischoff 
attempting to strangle each other. If 
that cartoon were real life (and 
sometimes | wonder), | think most 
fans would be rooting for both men 
to close up the other’s windpipe 
permanently. 


By Liz Hunter 


Who would have thought? The 
Big Two are effectively being run by 
two rulebreakers. Bischoff is the 
head honcho of WCW, while he 
also works his night job of running 
the renegade New World Order. 
Not to be outdone, McMahon is tak- 
ing an edgier approach to federa- 
tion administration. Now promotion 
heads are usually not the most pop- 
ular people in the sport, but this is 
getting ridiculous. 





Eric Bischoff is still the president of WCW, but he's also the very cocky leader of 
the NWO, and most fans hate him because of that. He seems to thrive on the 
boos he hears. 


16 


Sadly, I've grown accustomed to 
Bischoff's antics, as has WCW. 
He’s the rebellious young executive 
trying to show what a visionary he 
is. WCW puts up with it because, 
frankly, the NWO presence equals 
good TV ratings. When Hogan, 
Nash, Hall, or any other member 
(okay, maybe not Vincent) of the 
NWO makes an appearance on TV, 
Nielsen families take notice. 

But | expected better out of 
McMahon. He is the chief cook and 
bottle washer who answers to 
nobody. He owns the place and 
signs the checks. His actions as of 
late have left me baffled as to his 
true motivations. The question | 
have asked myself is this: Can the 
owner of the WWF turn bad? 

Vince's new attitude became evi- 
dent when he decided that he no 
longer wanted Bret Hart to be the 
WWE World champion. All the 
goodwill Vince built up over the 
years after the controversies over 
steroid trials and sexual abuse was 
gone when he took the title away 
from Bret at Survivor Series ’97. 
Bret Hart became a folk hero by 
laying out Vince with one punch to 
the jaw afterward. Most fans took 
the “Hitman’s” side. Vince tried to 
put a more positive spin on it when 
Jim Ross interviewed him. 

When employee Ross asked his 
boss if he “screwed” Hart, Vince 
insisted that “Bret screwed Bret.” 
Whether he was right or wrong, he 
gave a simplistic answer to a com- 
plicated question. Fans became 
even more indignant toward the 
WWF head. Mind you, McMahon 
has never brought down the house 
when he entered a WWF arena, but 
suddenly he was hearing the boos 
that were once reserved for savage 
rulebreakers. 

(Continued on page 57) 
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The PW Almanac And Book Of Facts is an essential r-~-"-"-""""" 7" """"""ernnennnnnnnnnccncecccnccescs 4 


part of your wrestling library. Now in its third printing, ‘ ; 
revised and updated, the 196-page, digest-sized uf Yes, | would like to subscribe to PRO WRESTLING 
ILLUSTRATED 


1998 edition offers complete PPV, supercard, and 
Clash results ... Complete title histories ... A year-by- : [4 | am enclosing $34.70 for a 13-issue subscription—a 
20% savings off the newsstand price! 


year history of the sport ... A comprehensive 
DYBIVIEN DD TGA (371 ClaiS: 2 Ae iaea Ore 1 1am enclosing $65.00 for a 26-issue subscription—a full 
25% savings off the newsstand rate! 

1 | wish to receive the 1998 PWI Wrestling Almanac as 
a bonus to my subscription and have enclosed $2 
to cover postage and handling 

[) | would like to order the 1998 PWI Almanac only and 
have enclosed $7 as payment in full 


The PWI Almanac has sold out on most news- 
stands each of its first two years, but now the third 
edition is yours FREE if you use the accompanying 
order form! 


! 
SUBSCRIBE TO PWI TODAY AND: RECEIVE ... 
* 183 issues a year (that's one every four weeks!) ; 
* Up to 25% off the newsstand price 
© Four special expanded issues, including the 1 () VISA# 
100-page “Year-End Achievement Awards” 
and the “PW/ 500” ! [] MasterCard # 
* Speedy delivery right to your home 4 Expiration Date: //___ 
* And, of course, The 1998 PWI Almanac MONR 


And Book Of Facts Signature: 


EXCLUSIVE, PWI FEATURES Send to: London Publishing Co. 
PWI’s award-winning staff is always where the action is, P.O. Box 2021, Dept. 9 
providing the most complete coverage of wrestling avail- Marion, OH 43302 

able anywhere. From the great staff of writers, through 
the dramatic peak-action photographs, to the magnifi- 


cent full-color centerfold—PWI brings you wrestling NAME 

action at its best. PWI includes exclusive features you 

can’t get anywhere else: Our comprehensive “Arena : ADDRESS APT. 
Reports” ... Brandi Mankiewicz’ lively and controversial 

‘Off The Top Rope”. . . An incisive “Press Conference CITY STATE ZIP 


with one of the sport’s top stars . .. Extensive “Ratings” 
. . . Monthly columns by Stu Saks, Bill Apter, Dave 
Lenker, Dave Rosenbaum, and Andy Rodriguez. And 
don’t forget: Your subscription to PWI includes the spec- 
tacular 100-page year-end issue, priced at $4.95 on the 
newsstand (if you can find it!) and every other special 
we produce throughout the year. 4 


Price offer good in U.S. only. Canada and all foreign countries: 
$45.10 for 13 issues ($67.20 airmail); $85.80 for 26 issues 
($130.00 airmail). International money order in U.S. funds only for 
orders outside U.S. Please allow up to eight weeks before you 
receive your first issue. 
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CAPSULE PROFILE 


HEN YOU STAND 7'4” 
WV weigh 430 pounds, 
you get noticed. And The 


Giant has been getting noticed 
ever since he made his 
WCW debut in 1995 as a 
member of Kevin Sullivan’s 
Dungeon of Doom (“Now | 
know Sullivan is pure evil”) 
... Hulk Hogan certainly 
noticed The Giant after he 
drove a truck over Hogan’s 
beloved Harley-Davidson 
in the parking lot of the 
Asheville Civic Center ... 
Also used his dreaded 
choke-slam to get Hogan's 
attention at Fall Brawl in 
1995 ... Battled Hogan, 
who was then a fan 
favorite, for the WCW 
World title in his in-ring 
debut a month later at 
Halloween Havoc, winning 
by disqualification ... Lost 
to him in a steel cage 
match at SuperBrawl VI 
(“Hogan is one of the few 
people ! truly hate”) ... 
Teamed with Ric Flair on 
several occasions to 
defeat Lex Luger and 
Sting, as well as Hogan 
and Randy Savage ... 
Demanded a title match 
from WCW World champ 
Flair after the “Nature Boy” 
accidentally threw coffee in 
his face during a tag team 
match on Nitro on April 22, 
1996 ... Cleanly defeated 
Flair for the belt later that 
night with the choke-slam and thus 
became the first rookie to win a 
world championship (“Not many 
rookies beat Ric Flair") ... The 
new champion racked up numer- 
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ous victories over Sting and Luger 
before dropping the belt to—guess 
who—Hollywood Hogan, on 
August 10, 1996 ... Everyone in 
WCW expected The Giant to lead 
the crusade against the embryonic 
New World Order, but he shocked 





The Giant uses his choke-slam on a helpless El Dandy, 
one of the dozens of WCW wrestlers he has finished off 
with the move. He'd like to use it on the NWO’s Kevin Nash 
if possible. 


the wrestling world by joining the 
NWO a few weeks after losing to 
Hogan (“/ saw dollar signs”) ... 
Garnered PWI's Rookie and 
Wrestler of the Year Awards for 


1996 and placed fourth in the Most 
Hated Wrestler of the Year voting 

Finished second (behind 
Shawn Michaels) in the “PW/ 500” 
... Was booted from the NWO 
after failing to help Hogan beat 
Roddy Piper at Starrcade ’96 ... 
Started teaming with Lex 
Luger, and they eventually 
beat Kevin Nash and Scott 
Hall for the WCW World 
tag team belts at Super- 
Brawl Vil ... The NWO’s 
Eric Bischoff, using his 
power as WCW executive 
vice president, ordered the 
belts returned to Hall and 
Nash (“He and Hogan are 
the two biggest cowards 
| have ever known”) ... 
Eventually became the 
force WCW was hoping he 
would be and rededicated 
his career to purging WCW 
of the NWO, particularly 
Nash ... Has a running 
feud with Nash to deter- 
mine who wrestling’s “real 
giant” is ... Was seriously 
injured at Souled Out ’98 
when he landed squarely 
on his head when Nash 
power-bombed him ... Has 
since returned the favor to 
Nash by power-bombing 
him, even though the move 
is now banned in WCW 
(“Hey, Nash, you woke up 
a sleeping giant”) ... His 
choke-slam has come in 
handy when countering 
NWO run-ins and sneak- 
attacks ... Became one of 
WCW’'s most beloved com- 
petitors by joining men like 
Roddy Piper, Bret Hart, Lex Luger, 
and Sting as WCW’s strike force 
against Hogan and the NWO (“We 
can’t let that cancer spread any 
further’). 0 
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Where Are They 


HARVEY 
WIPPLEMAN 
The lanky man also 
known as Down- 
town Bruno has 
done it all. He has 
-managed dozens of 


wrestlers. He has 
been a referee. He 
has even been a 
wrestler (his most 
memorable feud 
was with WWF ring 
announcer Howard 
‘Finkel in 1995). 
Now Wippleman has taken on yet another job— 
‘that of talent scout. “My job is not only to help 
find new talent for the WWF,” he explained, “but 
to critique the young wrestlers after their match- 
es, win or lose, | really love it!” 





SPUTNIK 
MONROE 
Although Monroe’s 
greatest accom- 


plishments came in. 


the mid-’60s and 

early-’70s, he is still 

involved in wres- 

tling, managing his 

son Bubbah the 

Brawler. Sputnik 

claims to have origi- 

nated the interview 

style you see so 

many stars use 

today. “AS a matter of fact, | coined the phrase ‘I 

_am 230 pounds of twisted steel and sex appeal.” 

said Sputnik, now a “very young” 70. He and his 

wife, Joanne, live in suburban Houston, where he 
is employed as a security guard. 
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Do you have a favorite wrestler who 
has left your area? Are you wondering 
where he is today? Then this special 
column is just for you. Each month 
we will update the whereabouts of four 
current or former wresilers 


MOOSE CHOLAK 
After being retired 
for many years, 
Cholak recently 
announced that 
he’s getting back 
into the sport, but 
not as a wresiler. “I 
») have been appoint- 
ed by the NWA 
Midwest promotion 
as one of three 
commissioners in 
the region,” Moose 
: J told us. “I'll be 
hea: the post with Angelo Poffo and Harley 
Race. |’m real proud of it.” Said NWA Midwest 
promoter Buddy Sokolick: “Moose is a legend in 
the Midwest, and he’s still tough enough to keep 
people in line!” 


MISTY BLUE 
SIMMES 
Simmes, who once 
held the NWA lad- 
ies title, still wrestles 
occasionally and is 
feuding with Nasty 
Sherri. Unfortun- 
| ately; her sand- 
blasting and indus- 
trial coating busi- 
ness, which is 
based in Glens 
Falls, New York, 
keeps her from 
taking on a more active schedule. “I still get out 
there, mostly during the summer months,” she 
said. Aside from that, she just returned from a 
Caribbean cruise. “! love travelling, and cruises 
are the way to go!” she added. 
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NEWS FROM THE 





TERRE HAUTE, IN 
BY DAVID MILLER 





RICK STEINER 
CURT HENNIG 


BUFFALO, NY 
BY DAN MURPHY 





ROB VAN DAM 
BAM BAM BIGELOW 


TOKYO, JAPAN 
BY KOICHI YOSHIZAWA 





ANTONIO INOKI 
DON FRYE 





Rick Steiner was looking for revenge against 
the NWO in this match against Hennig. Just os 
Steiner started to gain the upper hand, though, 
Rick Rude attacked Steiner and thus got Hennig 
disqualified. Scott Norton and Brian Adams then 
joined the fray, which prompted Ray Traylor to 
come to Steiner's defense. The NWO had their 
prey outnumbered until Bill Goldberg entered the 
ring, crushing Norton and Adams with shoulder 
tackles. After chasing away the NWO contingent, 
Goldberg retreated to the dressing room, leaving 
Steiner confused but victorious. 

OTHER BOUTS: WCW cruiserweight champ 
Chris Jericho beat Super Calo ... Kendall Wind- 
ham beat El Dandy ... Perry Saturn beat La 
Parka ... Ray Traylor beat Barry Darsow ... 
Prince laukea beat Yuji Nagata ... Brian Adams 
beat Marty Jannetty ... Eddy Guerrero beat 
Psicosis ... Scott Norton beat Chris Benoit ... Bill 
Goldberg beat Wayne Bloom. 


ned 


Bigelow may outweigh Von Dam by more than 
100 pounds, but Van Dam was able to use his aerial 
attack to fell the ECW TV champ and capture the title. 
Early on, Van Dam dove from the ring onto Bigelow, 
who was standing five rows into the crowd. Van Dam 
again went airborne, only this time he somersaulted 
onto Bam Bam. Later, Sabu interfered, jabbing 
Bigelow in the eye with a foreign object and allowing 
Van Dam to hit him with a top-rope splash and get 
the win. 

OTHER BOUTS: Little Guido & Tracey Smothers 
beat The Blue Meanie & Super Nova ... Justin 
Credible beat Mikey Whipwreck ... Axl Rotten & 
Mahoney beat Doug Furnas & Bobby Duncum Jr. ... 
John Kronus & Spike Dudley beat Amish Roadkill & 
Danny Doring ... Buh Buh Ray & D-Von Dudley 
beat The Sandman & 2 Cold Scorpio ... Sabu beat 
Jerry Lynn ... Al Snow beat Chris Candido ... 
Tommy Dreamer & Mikey Whipwreck beat Justin 
Credible & Jason in a falls-count-anywhere match. 


Inoki beat Frye by submission in the final match 
of his 38-year career. Frye, who had won on earlier 
tournament fo get the honor of facing Inoki, had an 
early advantage over Inoki, but Inoki recovered and 
punched Frye in the face. Inoki camped on his grand 
cobra twist and forced Frye to submit, much to the 
delight of the 70,000 in attendance, 

OTHER BOUTS: Naoya Ogawa beat Brian 
Johnston ... Don Frye beat Igor Meindert ... Frye 
beat Ogawa ... Manabu Nakanishi & Satoshi Kojima 
beat Hiro Saito & Hiroyoshi Tenzan ... Shiro 
Koshinaka, Tatsutoshi Goto, & Michiyoshi Ohara beat 
Tadao Yosuda, Kazuo Yamazaki, & Junji Hirata ... 
Tatsuhito Tokaiwa beat Koji Kanemoto ... Shinjiro 
Otani beat Yuji Yosuraoka ... IWGP junior heavy- 
weight champ Jushin Liger beat Kendo Ka Shin ... 
IWGP tag team champs Masahiro Chono & Keiji Muto 
beat Shinya Hashimoto & Osamu Nishimura ... 
Tatsumi Fujinami beat IWGP heavyweight champ 
Kensuke Sasaki to win the title, 
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WESTLAND, MI 
BY RICHARD DIX 





TITO Jy 
VS. 
SKULL GANZ 





Ganz defeated Santana to capture the Northern 
States Wrestling Alliance title, but he needed help 
from Santana's second, Greg Valentine, to do so. In 
the beginning, Valentine clubbed Santana from 
behind and joined Ganz in stomping Santana before 
the referee chased Valentine from the ring. Tito ral- 
lied, though, and got Ganz in a figure-four. That's 
when Valentine slipped Ganz a pair of brass knuck- 
les, which he used to nail Santana in the head. Once 
he did that, he had no trouble getting a three-count 
and becoming champion. 

OTHER BOUTS: Jimi V won a triangle match 
against Calavera Cortez and Larry Destiny to win 
the NSWA lightweight title ... The Cold Brothers 
won a four-team batile royal ... Madman Pondo & 
Ox Harley beat Theater of Pain ... The Bush- 
whackers beat The Wild Bunch ... Greg Valentine 
beat Brian Fury to win the Great Lakes TV title ... 
The Enst Coast Invasion beat Team NSWA in a cage 
match. 
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OBERHAUSEN, GERMANY 
BY JOHN RITTEN 





STEVE AUSTIN 
HUNTER HEARST HELMSLEY 





MARTINSBURG, WV 
BY TIMOTHY A. WALKER 





df 1 
BUDDY LANDELL 
MASKED SUPERSTAR 





Even though Austin beat Shawn Michaels for 
the WWF World belt at WrestleMania, his feud with 
DX is for from over. Now, it’s Helmsley vying for 
the belt. Austin was in no mood for “Triple-H'”s 
stalling and tried for a “Stone-Cold stunner” early 
on, but Helmsley dodged it. They then started bat- 
tling outside the ring, where Austin dumped Hunter 
over the ringside barrier onto the laps of ringside 
fons. Later, Chyna challenged Austin in the ring, 
getting herself “stunned” for her efforts. Helmsley 
fried to defend her, but he got “stunned” himself, 
which led fo an Austin pinfall victory. 

OTHER BOUTS: Jeff Jarrett beat Brakus ... 
Owen Hart & Ken Shamrock defeated Rocky 
Maivia & D-Lo Brown ... Marc Mero pinned 
Bradshaw ... Kane pinned Cactus Jack ... The 
Road Warriors beat Henry & Phineas Godwin ... 
The Undertaker beat Goldust ... WWF World tag 
team champs The New Age Outlaws beat Skull & 
Eight-Ball. 


Londell tried everything he could think of in 
trying to beat Masked Superstar, but he still lost 
this Championship Pro Wrestling bout. Landell con- 
trolled most of the match. At one point, Superstar 
sent Londell crashing to the mat with a shoulder 
tackle. Just when it seemed Superstar would pin 
Landell, Landell’s manager, Spike Callahan, 
passed a chain to Buddy, who used it to punch 
Superstar down for the pin. Commissioner Shane 
Shadows, however, restarted the match, and 
Superstar blasted Buddy with the chain and cov- 
ered him for a three-count that was made by 
Shadows. 

OTHER BOUTS: Major Mayhem won a battle 
royal ... Mohammed Kane beat Juggernaut ... 
Mark Mest beat The Cremator ... Major Mayhem 
beat CPW Southeastern champ Combat Kid for the 
title ... The Chain Gang & The Pit Fighter beat J.B. 
Blackburn, Nicky Pisghetti, and Scott Sawyer ... 
Switchblade beat Bob Keller by disqualification. 
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Matt Brock's 


Harder than nails, 
veteran wrestling 
reporter Matt Brock 
has logged more 
miles covering 
wrestling than any 
other journalist. 
Every month Matt will 
travel to the sport's 
hotbeds, reporting 
everything he sees 
without fear or favor 
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Plain 
Speaking 


ead the other day that 
Rit Tyson “soiled” his 

image by appearing at 
WrestleMania XIV and this 
reporter can’t figure that one 
out. Here’s a man who has 
been in nightclub 
| brawls, been convict- 
ed of rape, and sent 
to jail, and now we're 
finding out that he 
just soiled his image 
by appearing ata 
wrestling card? Don’t 
mean to further “soil” 
the man’s image—be- 
cause that’s not what this 
is about—but it seems to 
me that appearing at Wrestle- 
Mania was the most honest, pro- 
ductive thing Tyson’s done ina 
long time, and | include in that 
doing time, suing Don King, and 
biting off part of Evander Holy- 
field’s ear. There was Tyson, 
being paid well into seven figures, 
if you believe the inside reports, 
appearing at ringside wearing a 
DeGeneration X T-shirt, and 
everybody in the world is con- 
vinced that he’s going to help 
Shawn Michaels and ruin Steve 
Austin’s night. Didn’t happen that 


BOSTON, MA 


way, of course. Tyson turned out 
to be an honest man, and Austin 
became champion. As for Vince 
McMahon Jr., there’s a man who 
keeps soiling his image every time 
he opens his mouth. The old man 
wouldn’t have been proud. Mc- 
Mahon tried kowtowing to Austin, 
but it didn’t work. Now the WWF 
has a rebel champion, which 
might be what it needs after all. 
On my scorecard, WCW was sec- 
ond overall in the federation popu- 
larity race before a bunch of 
rebels called the NWO came 
along, and now the WWF has its 
rebel champion. Nothing like a 
squeaky-clean reputation to 
destroy a federation these days. 
Just ask ECW, which is growing 
by leaps and bounds. Now the 
WWF has Sunny and The Legion 
of Doom and some old geezer 
named Chainsaw Charlie who 
looks an awful lot like Terry Funk 
and drives a forklift like him as 


well. Jim Cornette’s been banging 


around, too, and the other day he 
turned the cold shoulder on The 
Rock ’n’ Roll Express. It's enough 
to make a wrestling historian won- 
der what year his time capsule 
ended up in. 


TYSON, HELMSLEY, & CHYNA 
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ount this as one of the few 
‘ times in Brock history that 

this reporter has gone to 
Japan voluntarily, without prodding 
from Saks. The occasion 
was Antonio Inoki’s final 
match, and if that’s not 
enough to convince any 
wrestling fan that it’s time to 
use up some of that fre- 
quent flyer mileage and 
book a $300-a-night room in 
downtown Tokyo, then noth- 
ing is. More than 70,000 
fans showed up for the big 
event, although you can bet 
about a million will say they 
were there when Inoki beat Don 
Frye in his final match. Lots of skep- 
ticism, of course, about whether 
Inoki really is serious about staying 
in retirement, but nobody’s going to 
cry foul if he changes his mind. 
Certainly none of the people who 
were here on this night. In Japan, 
wrestling is second only to baseball 
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in popularity, and the scribes, at, 


least the ones who could throw in a 
little English here and there, were 
telling me this was the biggest 
sporting event of the year in Japan, 
bigger than the Japanese World 
Series, bigger than the Olympics 
over in Nagano. “A soggy mess,” 
said one scribe, who was there. 
Muhammad Ali, who faced Inoki in 
a dismal boxer vs. wrestler match in 
1976, was there, and afterward 
Inoki was touched to tears. There’s 
something you don’t see often: a 
man like Inoki crying. That alone 
was worth the 13-hour flight. 


‘Ts bad news for Randy 
Savage is that he has a torn 
ACL. The good news is that 
he’s still alive. A lot of people have 
wandered into the area 
around Miami Arena and 
come out all the worse for 
wear, and you can add 
Randy Savage to the list. 
Problem was, he wasn’t 
accosted by any of the 
locals, although anybody 
who can negotiate an area 
within three blocks of this 
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RANDY SAVAGE 


big, pink catastrophe and not get 
approached by at least three 
drunks, two prostitutes, and four 
beggars had better check their 
underarms. Savage got attacked 
outside the Miami Arena by a man 
driving a little red car, which is the 
first clue that it wasn’t a local who 
did the dirty deed. Nobody around 
here drives in little red cars, 
unless it’s stolen. Kevin Nash 
says it's Hulk Hogan who did the 
dirty deed, and it’s easy to believe 
him. So Savage is sitting on the 
sidelines, his knee and neck all 
wrapped up, making all kinds of 
promises and threats about what 
he’s going to do to whoever did 
this to him. Been saying for a long 
time that it’s time for Savage to 
give up this business and now I’m 
more sure of it than ever. A man 
with his kind of temper just has 
too many enemies. If the tear is 
that bad, he ought to seriously 
think about retirement, because if 
he comes back and isn’t totally 


healed, he’s setting himself up for 
real disaster. By the way, if the 
“Macho Man” is through, don’t 
expect the lovely Miss Liz to fol- 
low him quietly into retirement. 
She'll be looking for another meal 
ticket. Think Rick Steiner might be 
interested? 


asn't surprised to hear that 
Bam Bam Bigelow dropped 
the ECW TV title to Rob 

Van Dam. Van Dam weighs 

about 130 pounds less than 

Bigelow, but that hardly mat- 

ters much because Bigelow 

has never had much of a 

heart. Speaking of heart, an 

old flame of mine, and one 

you've read about in the 

space a few times, ran out of 

heart. The ol’ ticker ran short 

of batteries. Talking about 

Sheila Warner. May she rest 

in peace. Maybe now | can 

get rid of that telephone answering 

machine she bought me. OO 
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Hawk and Ani 
were too busy 
having petty 
arguments to 
realize that they 
were destroying 
the partnership 
they had taken so 
long to build. But 
Sunny came to the 
rescue—and 
helped The Legion 
of Doom become 
better than ever! 


By Dave Rosenbaum 


HE ONE THING Sunny 

| couldn't understand was 

how so great a team had 
fallen so far. 

The Road Warriors, the dom- 
inant duo of the 1980s, the four- 
time Pro Wrestling Illustrated 
Tag Team of the Year, were 
suddenly on the verge of a 
breakup. The end of The Legion 
of Doom, Sunny decided, just 
wasn't right. It wasn’t neces- 
sary. 

She looked at Hawk and 
Animal and saw two men in 
prime physical condition, mus- 
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Glorious victory! A 
new manager, new 
ring attire, and new 
attitudes. Watch out, 
world: The Legion of 
Doom is back! 
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cular and lean, rehabilitated from 
the injuries they suffered in the 
mid-’90s. She also saw two men 
shoving each other after losing a 
match to The New Age Outlaws at 
the Raw Is War taping on February 
17 in Waco, Texas. 

A lot of people viewed that inci- 
dent and interpreted it as tag team 
partners who had grown tired of 
each other, who just didn’t want to 
be teammates anymore. 

Sunny saw something different. 
She saw frustration and anger. And 
when Hawk and Animal kept going 
at each other in the dressing room 
even as people pulled them apart, 
she was more certain than ever 
that the Hawk/Animal marriage 
hadn't gone completely sour. It just 
needed a push in the right direc- 
tion. Not a physical push, but a 
mental push. A boost. Some incen- 
tive. Maybe a breath of fresh air. 

A pretty face, perhaps? 

“There’s nothing they’ve done 
before that they can’t do again,” 
Sunny said a few days after The 
Legion of Doom won a 15-team 
battle royal at WrestleMania XIV. 
“They will be WWF World tag team 
champions again. They will be Tag 
Team of the Year again. They are 
already on their way to re-estab- 
lishing themselves as the most 
dominant force in wrestling. 

“And I’m the reason why.” 

Sunny isn’t boasting. For once, 
she isn’t guilty of blatant self-pro- 
motion. The fact is that if not for 
Sunny’s intervention, The Legion of 
Doom would still be doomed. She 
brought them back together again. 

The road to reunion started a 
few days after the match in Waco, 
when Sunny and Chris Candido, 
her boyfriend, were sitting at 
home discussing the latest devel- 
opments in the sport. She was 
upset. Animal was one of her best 
friends in wrestling; she felt close 
to Hawk, too. 

“| don’t understand it,” Sunny 
said to Candido. “There’s no way 
these guys should be apart. There’s 










no way a team this dominant should 
be having these kinds of problems. | 
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At the WrestleMania battle royal, the 


Godwinns were two of the unfortunate 
recipients of the LOD’s revitalized 


fury. Not long ago, they were strug- 
gling to beat the two hog farmers. 


Poor Bob Holly: 
Animal's clothes- 


in years, either! 


y4as 
. 3 Poor Phineas: Animal 


* hasn't wrestled with such 
determination in years! 
» Justa few months ago, he 
« didn’t even want to be in 
the same room as Hawk. 
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At WrestleMania, Jim Cornette’s new 
Midnight Express, battling two-on- 
one, couldn't muster the strength and 
determination to oust Hawk. 


a 


as 


Bart Gunn gets pounded into the can- 
vas by a truly Animal-istic powerslam. 
Is there a team in the WWF that the 
LOD 2000 couldn't dominate now? 
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don’t understand it. Maybe they just 
got tired of each other.” 

“So do something about it,” 
Candido said. 

“Me? Like what?” Sunny asked. 

“Like the same thing you do to 
me when you want me to do some- 
thing. Go for it. Lay down the law. 
Let them know what you want them 
to do in no uncertain terms.” 

“You think | ...” 

“Yeah,” Candido said, smirking. 

“Good idea,” Sunny said. Then 
she picked up the phone and made 
two long-distance calls. 

The first was to Animal. 

“Honey,” Sunny told him, “we 
have to talk. You know that diner 
near Philly, the one we used to 
meet at? Be there. Eight o’clock. 
Tomorrow night. Don’t cancel. And 
don't be late.” 

The second call was to Hawk. 

“Honey,” Sunny told him, “we 
have to talk. You know that diner 
near Philly, the one we used to 
meet at? Be there. Make it a little 
after 8. Tomorrow night. Don’t can- 
cel. And don’t be late.” 

That night, Sunny put on her 
Sunday best. Full makeup. The 
sexiest skirt she could find. A tight 
sweater. High heels. 

And then she went to work. 

Animal arrived first, as planned. 

“What's going on with you and 
Hawk?” Sunny asked. 

“Nothing,” Animal growled. 
“We're history. And if that’s what 
you invited me here to talk about, 
then we’ve got nothing to talk 
about.” 

“Listen to me,” Sunny said. “No 
man walks out on me, and you're 
not walking out on me tonight, not 
in some two-bit diner. I’m talking. 
You're listening.” 

Hawk showed up a few minutes 
later and was shocked to see 
Animal sitting with Sunny. Animal 
was equally shocked. He got up to 
leave. 

“If he’s staying, I’m not,” Animal 
barked. 

“You're both staying,” Sunny 
ordered. “And that’s not a request. 
Now sit down. Tonight, you’re hav- 


ing dinner with a lady.” 

The conversation was one- 
sided. Sunny talked; Animal and 
Hawk listened. 

“Listen to what I’m saying,” 
Sunny said. “You two guys were 
the best tag team in the world, but 
then you went soft. You got frus- 
trated. You didn’t win enough, and 
then you lost your killer instinct. 
And you know what The Legion of 
Doom is without its killer instinct? 
Nothing. What happened to you 
guys charging the ring before the 
bell and taking no prisoners? What 
happened to that attitude? Well, I'll 
tell you what happened. You lost 
your direction.” 

“But ...” Hawk started. 

“But nothing,” Sunny continued, 
refusing to let Hawk speak. “You 
guys haven't lost anything. You've 
still got the bodies. You've still got 
the skill. You can still be great. You 
can be champions again, but you 
have to want it. Do you guys want 
to argue like two little kids, or do 
you want to take care of business? 
You've got to answer that question, 
but | think | already know the 
answer. Concentrate on the job at 
hand. I'll be your manager. I'll take 
care of all the little stuff. Put your 
hearts into it, and you can be great 
again. You can be the best. World 
champions. The greatest tag team 
of all-time. Imagine that, guys: 
Regain the glory. You can do it. 

“So what's it gonna be? Yes or 
no? And I'll tell you this right now: 
We're not getting up from this table 
until you say yes.” 

Within an hour,-Animal and 
Hawk were back on speaking 
terms. By the time the night ended, 
they had agreed to reunite, take 
Sunny as their manager, make a 
few slight adjustments in their ring 
attire, and a few more significant 
ones in their ring attitude. They 
also made a target date for their 
return. 

“WrestleMania,” Sunny said. 
“It ll be glorious.” 

It was. 

And as far as Sunny’s con- 
cerned, it’s about to get better. [ 


29 





A NalcM (ele) Me) meve}an) elcyi late, 
in WCW have claimed 
many victims lately. 
A (MEliiis atom Bceleleya) 
ol atc) (ram atc) 
Wel ele | alci-yc) 
Yo} alYoli(e)a mye 43 
no ... butis 
olUlsatolli me) alc) 
fo) ©) ole) atc) ay m alc) 
can’t 
Ulitipaveitcl yg 
master? 


INSIDE WRESTLING 


























By Dan Murphy 


VERYONE WHO EARNS a 
FE ivin foxe}anloloiiiare mi aiaaliam calc 
confines of the squared cir- 
cle has a different way of coping 
with the unique rigors of their cho- 
{=}amolereis) oy-ti(o) am 
To excel, wrestlers must be at 
the top of their game, physically, 
mentally, and emotionally, 365 
days per year. Unlike sports such 
as football or hockey, wrestling 
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does not have playoffs or one ulti- 
mate season-ending prize like the 
Super Bowl or Stanley Cup. Every 
match has an effect on a wres- 
tler's hopes for a title shot some- 
where down the line, and one 
wrong move can send a champi- 
onship contender plummeting 
toward the very bottom of the 
rankings. Those who give their all 
to win a title are then put in the 
tougher position of having to 
defend that title. 


ie a nse Seth left) 
Sics ys Cally, he 


by train; 
ol in Mexico (below? 


There’s no off-season in this 
precarious business that has seen 
more wrestlers fade away than 
achieve championship glory. Even 
a grounded, no-nonsense com- 
petitor such as Dean Malenko 
recently admitted that the pres- 
sure of the sport forced him to 
take a sabbatical from the ring. 

Perhaps Malenko should sit 
down and have a heart-to-heart 
talk with Ultimo Dragon. The 


a Ta | 


Dragon has an unorthodox, but 
very successful approach to 
avoiding wrestling burnout. 

“It's a cyclical approach, one 
that is rather unique to an Eastern 
wrestler as opposed to an Amer- 
ican competitor,” said WCW com- 
mentator Mike Tenay. “Ultimo 
Dragon wrestles all-out and guns 
for titles. If he loses a few match- 
es in a row, he goes back to the 
gym and starts watching tapes 
again rather than let the losses 
get him down.” 

That analytical mindset has 
rewarded Dragon with two WCW 
TV titles, two WCW cruiserweight 
reigns, and a victory for Japan’s 
J-Crown. It has also kept him 
consistently at or near the top of 
the list of WCW title contenders 
for the past year. To put that 
accomplishment in perspective: 
Two of the men Dragon beat for 
those four titles in WCW— 
Malenko and Steven Regal— 
weren't even competing in WCW 
as of press time. 

Yet Dragon remains as danger- 
ous a competitor as he ever has 
been. 

A good example of Dragon’s 
competitive fire was on display 
after his Nitro loss to Perry Saturn 
earlier this year. Rather than 
demand an immediate rematch 
against Saturn and become dis- 
tracted from making a title run, 
Dragon lobbied for a lower-profile 
opponent two weeks later. In the 
subsequent match against Kaz 
Hayashi, Dragon seized the op- 
portunity to attempt some different 
maneuvers and to use a ground- 
based attack. 

It wasn’t that Dragon was afraid 
of a return bout with Saturn. He 
simply stepped out of the spot- 
light, regrouped, and re-emerged 
as a title contender. 

“You really couldn't find two 
wrestlers with more different 
philosophies than Saturn and 
Ultimo,” Tenay said. “On the one 
hand you’ve got Saturn, who 
rushed to get back after tearing 
his anterior cruciate and menis- 
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cus ligaments-and suffering 
some other serious injuries to 
his leg. On the other hand 
you've got Dragon, who tends to 
cut down his schedule if he suf- 
fers a relatively minor injury or a 
few losses in a row. That’s not a 
criticism of Dragon by any 
means. It’s just demonstrates 
that he feels he must be at the 
absolute top of his game, both 
physically and mentally, whenev- 


er he sets foot in the ring.” 

Which is fine for Dragon stylisti- 
cally, but today’s WCW is not the 
place for a part-time competitor. 
With the rigors of two live tele- 
vised cards per week, plus arena 
shows, TV tapings, and pay-per- 
view events, nearly everyone in 
WCW has had to step up his 
schedule considerably. Wrestling 
four or five nights a week may 
very well put Dragon into a posi- 





Competing against the inexperienced and unheralded Kaz Hayashi helped Dragon 
rebound from a loss against Perry Saturn. 
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Dragon may have his ups and 
downs (right and above 
right), but ultimately he feels 
he'll emerge from any slump 
reinvigorated and ready to 
win again. He has done that 
many times. 


tion where he must wrestle re- 
gardless of whether he feels he’s 
at 100 percent. 

What will happen then? 

“| would wrestle eight nights a 
week if it was possible,” Dragon 
said through a thick Japanese 
accent. “Il am a wrestler, and that 
is what | do. That need not pre- 
vent me from working with spar- 
ring partners or analyzing a dis- 
couraging loss on videocassette.” 

“Ultimo Dragon has put himself 
in difficult spots since day one,” 
Tenay said. “He’s used to working 
his way back up from the bottom, 
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because he’s voluntarily gone to 
the bottom so many times. He’s 
asked to wrestle in dark matches 
on major pay-per-views. He 
knows how to pace himself ... and 
when to strike to win.” 

“Wrestling more inexperienced 
wrestlers has allowed me to per- 
fect moves | would otherwise be 
unable to attempt against more 
experienced wrestlers,” Dragon 
explained. “And surely you would 
agree that in the case of the 
Dragon sleeper, the Asai moon- 
sault, and the La Magistral cradle, 
it has certainly been a successful 


practice.” 
Dragon is 
correct in that it 
is difficult to 
argue’ with 
results, but can 
his on-again, 
off-again ap- 
proach enable 
him to break 
him into the 
sport’s upper 
echelon and 
stay there? 
Does he have 
the intestinal 
fortitude to 
bounce back 
from injuries or 
to lose several 
matches in a row to a champion 
and still be able to win a title? 
These are the questions that can 
literally make or break Ultimo 
Dragon’s career. 

“Dragons die in battle, but they 
do not burn out,” Dragon said 
decisively. “| do not intend to be 
the first.” 


When Dragon strikes, opponents like 
Eddy Guerrero feel the fire. But can 
even so determined a man as Ultimo 
maintain a positive attitude long enough 
in the fierce environs of today’s WCW? 
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RES TLEMAMAsy 


The Real Winners 


By Dave Lenker 


ON’T BELIEVE everything 
PD you see. Matches are won 
and lost, but the real win- 
ners and losers aren’t always so 
obvious. Take WrestleMania XIV, 
for instance. A sellout crowd at the 
FleetCenter in Boston, plus hun- 
dreds of thousands of viewers on 
pay-per-view, thought they saw 
exactly who won and who Jost all 
eight matches on the card. But, as 
the events of that night and the fol- 
lowing weeks proved, not every- 
thing was so black and white. 
Here then is our analysis of 
WrestleMania XIV, match-by- 
match, with a look at who really 
won and who really lost. 
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THE MATCH: A 15- 
team battle royal. The win- 
ner gets a shot at the 
World tag team title. 

THE WINNERS: LOD 
2000 made a thrilling re- 
turn to the ring, joined by 
their new manager, Sunny, 
and received a loud ova- 
tion from the sellout crowd. 
The reunion was a suc- 
cess: Hawk and Animal 
won the battle royal by last 
eliminating the new Mid- 
night Express, managed 
by long-time LOD rival Jim 
Cornette. 

THE REAL WINNER: 
Sunny, a friend of LOD 
2000, who once 
again proved her man- 
agerial prowess by 
bringing Hawk and 
Animal back together. 
The Warriors have gone 
through a lot of ups and 
downs, but they once 
again appear to be at a 
peak as they work 
toward the WWF World 
title, thanks to their new 
manager. 

THE REAL LOSERS: 
The New Age Outlaws— 
Billy Gunn and Jesse 
James—who until the 


The sold-out FleetCenter in down- 
town Boston was the site of 
WrestleMania XIV. It was a great 
FS enyining ut for some WWF stars. 
FS nyining but great for others. 
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LOD 2000 won the 15-team battle ° 
royal by last eliminating the new 


Midnight Express, but Sunny stands 
to gain a lot from this victory. 







Warriors reunited could look 
around the WWF and see little 
competition for the tag belts. Not 
anymore. The Outlaws will be 
underdogs every time they step 
into the ring against Hawk and 
Animal. 

ANOTHER LOSER: Jim 
Cornette, who might have thought 
he found easy tag team pickings in 
the WWF. 

THE MATCH: Light heavy- 
weight champion Taka Michinoku 
defends his title against Aguila. 

THE WINNER: Michinoku, at 
5:54 via his “Michinoku Driver,” 
after overcoming an early aerial 
assault by Aguila. 
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THE REAL WINNER: Michi- 
noku, who continues to prove his 
prowess as WWF light heavy- 
weight champion. Will the WWF 


Light heavyweight champion Taka Mi- 
chinoku defended his title against Aguila in 
a high-flying encounter. Just another win 
for Taka, but a huge loss for Aquila. 





ever find a worthy light heavy- 
weight opponent for him? 

THE REAL LOSER: Aguila, 
who lost too quickly and too deci- 
sively to demand any more title 
matches. 

THE MATCH: European cham- 
pion Hunter Hearst Helmsley, with 
Chyna, defends the belt against 
Owen Hart. 

THE WINNER: WWF Com- 
missioner Sgt. Slaughter thought 
he’d neutralize Chyna by hand- 
cuffing himself to the musclebound 
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And Losers 


valet at ringside, but his plan didn’t 
work. Chyna overpowered 
Slaughter, threw white powder in 
his eyes, and punched Hart in the 
groin, enabling Helmsley to 
score the pin at 11:27. 

THE REAL WINNER: 
Chyna, who proved that she 
can’t be neutralized, not even 
by a hulking former WWF 
World champ who happens to 
be the commissioner. Slaugh- 
ter was no match for Chyna, 
and it looks as if the WWF 
powers will have to come up 
with new ways to prevent her 
from interfering. 

THE REAL LOSER: 
Slaughter, of course, who was 
pushed around by a woman 
and couldn’t stop Chyna from 
marring this title match. 
Instead of ruling with his fists, 
maybe Slaughter should try 
using some of the power the 
WWF gave him. 
We’re talking 
about the power 
to levy fines and 
suspensions, to tell 
Helmsley that he’ll 
be stripped of the 
title if Chyna inter- 
feres, to use the 
rulebook against 
Chyna. In this case, 
Slaughter lost on all 
counts. He was an 
ineffective commis- 
sioner. 

THE MATCH: 
Mare Mero and 
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Hunter Hearst Helmsley warded off a 
game Owen Hart in Owen's bid for 
the European title, while Chyna 
exposed Sgt. Slaughter as a weak 
WWF commissioner. 


Sable vs. Goldust and Luna 
Vachon in a mixed tag team match. 

THE WINNERS: Sable and 
Mero, after Sable used a Mero 
“TKO” to drop Vachon and cover 
her for the pin at 9:10. 

THE REAL WINNER: Sable 
was one of the big winners of the 
entire night. Not only did she win 
the match, but she demonstrated 
exceptional wrestling prowess by 
flooring Goldust and covering him 
for a pin attempt. Mero tried to 
dominate, but Sable was so angry 


Sable acquitted herself quite well in her mixed tag 
match with Mare Mero against Goldust and Luna. 
Mero’s team won, but not because of his efforts. 
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that neither Vachon nor Goldust 
was any match for her. 

THE REAL LOSER: Sure, 
Luna had a tough night. And 
Goldust looked bad when Sable 
covered him for 10 seconds with 
seven minutes gone in the match. 
But there was no bigger loser 
than the egotistical, sexist Mero, 
who has tried time and again to 
distract attention from Sable and 
turn it upon himself. But even 
Mero had to admit that Sable was 
the star of WrestleMania XIV. 
Before he and Sable left the ring, 
he reluctantly raised her arm in 
victory. Now who wears the pants 
in this pairing? 

ees 

THE MATCH: Rocky Maivia 

defends the Intercontinental title 


Ken Shamrock dominated I-C champ Rocky Maivia in 
their match for the Intercontinental title, but his victo- 
ry was overturned. He should be able to beat "The 


Rock” in the future. 
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against Ken Shamrock. 

THE WINNER: Shamrock 
apparently won the I-C title 
when he forced Maivia to 
submit to an anklelock at 
4:46. 

THE REAL WINNER: 
Maivia, who got the title back 
when Shamrock was disquali- 
fied for refusing to release the 
anklelock. 

ANOTHER REAL WIN- 
NER: Shamrock, who domi- 
nated so thoroughly that it’s 
obvious he’ll eventually get 
the belt ... if only he can con- 
trol his anger and stop attack- 
ing referees. 

YET ANOTHER REAL 
WINNER: Faaroog, who was 
booted out of The Nation of 
Domination the next 
night and can now 
count on getting 
title matches (not 
just grudge match- 
es) against Maivia. 

THE REAL 
LOSERS: All the 
officials who were 
attacked and slammed 
by the angry Shamrock 
when they tried to calm 
him down. 

THE MATCH: The 
New Age Outlaws de- 
fend the World tag team 
belts in a dumpster 
match against Terry 
Funk and Cactus Jack. 

THE WINNERS: The 
object of the match was 
for one team to deposit 
the other team in a 
garbage dumpster that 
had been set up at ring- 
side and close the lid. 
Terry Funk and Cactus, 
however, chose an alter- 
nate dumpster, one that 
was backstage at the 
FleetCenter. Funk used 
a forklift to raise the 
Outlaws into the dump- 
ster, then Cactus closed 
the lid for the win. 


Cactus Jack and Jesse James punished each 
other, as did Terry Funk and Billy Gunn, in 
their special dumpster match. LOD 2000 had 
to love watching this. 





THE REAL WINNERS: Not so 
fast, guys. The use of the alternate 
dumpster was deemed illegal by the 
WWF and the belts were ordered 
held up. The next night at Raw, Billy 
Gunn and Jesse James defeated 
Funk and Jack in a cage match for 
the belts. 

THE BIGGEST WINNERS: LOD 
2000, who had to be watching these 
matches and licking their chops in 
anticipation of future title matches. 

THE MATCH: The Undertaker 
vs. Kane. 

THE WINNER: Undertaker, via 
“tombstone” piledriver at 16:57. 

THE REAL WINNER: Kane, who 
baited his alleged brother into these 
matches and found out a day later 
that there would be more of them. 

THE REAL LOSER: The Under- 
taker, who never wanted to wrestle 
Kane in the first place. And although 
he won the match, he was attacked 
by Kane afterward and piledriven 
onto a steel chair. 
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The Undertaker issued Kane his first 
deteat at WrestleMania XIV, but what 
did he really gain from it? 


ANOTHER REAL LOSER: Paul 
Bearer, Kane’s manager, who was 
laid out by Undertaker after the 
match. 

THE MATCH: Shawn Michaels 
defends the WWF World heavy- 
weight title against Steve Austin, 
with Mike Tyson as special ringside 
enforcer. 

THE WINNER: Austin, by pinfall 
at 20:05 when Tyson, a member of 
Michaels’ DeGeneration X, made 
the three-count. 

THE REAL WINNER: Austin, 
who captured his first world title and 
contributed to dissension within the 
DX ranks. 

ANOTHER REAL WINNER: 
Mike Tyson, who proved to be an 
unbiased “enforcer,” even though he 
came to the ring wearing a 
DeGeneration X T-shirt. 

THE BIGGEST LOSER OF ALL: 
Michaels, who reinjured his back 
during the match and could miss up 
to nine months. He also lost control 
of DeGeneration X. Helmsley later 
said he was taking over as the head 
of DX because Shawn had con- 
vinced him that Tyson could be 
trusted. Actually, Tyson could be 
trusted. He just couldn't be trusted 
to cheat. O 
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Steve Austin did his part by stunning 
WWF champion Shawn Michaels 
(above), while Mike Tyson did his by 
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Curt Hennig never cared about stepping 
on people on the way up; that he might 
meet them on the way down never 
crossed his mind. Ironically, he is still 
ascending that ladder—and those 
jol-Xo) 0) (a nl -M-j4 0) ol ome) i Mel ace) (-arsl iain 
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Curt Hennig has faced Ric Flair 
(right) and Bret Hart (below) in 
years past. Today, instead of mak- 
ing them his allies in WCW, Hennig 
is angering them more than ever. 
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CURT’S CURSE 
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Against Hennig? 





By Steve Anderson 


closet at home. It is probably 
filled with the dapper outfits 
from his stint as a WWF “ad- 
viser,” some old wrestling sing- 
lets, and perhaps a champi- 
onship belt or two. 

But if you dig a little deeper, 
you'll find something else. 

A few skeletons. 

When Hennig turned rule- 


MAGINE CURT HENNIG’S 
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breaker more than a decade ago 
in the now-defunct AWA, his 
father, Larry “The Ax” Hennig, 
provided him with solid paternal 
support. He also gave his son 
some sage advice about select- 
ing his enemies very carefully. 
“You never know when you 
might need an enemy as a 
friend,” the elder Hennig is said 
to have told young Curt. 

Hennig didn’t always take his 
father’s advice. For nearly a 






decade (with only occasional 


pauses as a fan favorite), he 
continued his rulebreaking ways. 
He had a bitter feud with Hulk 
Hogan over the WWF World title, 
several battles with Bret Hart 
over the Intercontinental belt, 
and a war to end all wars with 
Ric Flair that resulted in the 
“Nature Boy” leaving the WWF. 
Now Hennig finds himself in 
WCW as an active—and com- 
petitive—wrestler. A new setting 
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Hennig and Hulk Hogan have had their differences in the past, and they may soon again ... if Hennig 
doesn’t hold up his part of the NWO bargain, that is, and keep Hart away from Hollywood. 


with some familiar faces who 
have not quite forgotten the 
past. Now a wily veteran in his 
own right, Hennig has noticed 
that his past is starting to catch 
up with him. Everywhere he 
turns, he is finding old enemies 
who are still holding a grudge 
against the man they knew and 
hated as “Mr. Perfect.” 

Flair was willing to forgive 
when Hennig arrived in WCW 
and showed a willingness to 
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form a team and subsequently 
join The Four Horsemen. But the 
memories of Hennig’s past be- 
trayal came flooding back to 
Flair when his former friend 
joined the NWO. 

“What’s that old saying? Fool 
me once, shame on you; fool me 
twice, shame on me,” said Flair. 
“Hennig’s proven that he cannot 
be trusted. He not only betrayed 
me, he betrayed the Horsemen. 
No one, but no one, gets away 


Reta 


ed 


with that. As far 
as he and | go, it 
will never be 
over.” 

While Hennig 
has tried to move 
on from his feud 
with Flair, the 
“Nature Boy’s” 
hatred for Hennig 
is still as fresh as 
it was on that 
fateful Fall Brawl 
night. Flair will 
never forget the 
feeling he experi- 
enced when a 
cage door nearly 
crushed his face. 
He doesn’t want 
Hennig to forget 
about it, either. 

When Hart first 
met up with Hen- 
nig, he was look- 
ing to establish 
his singles career 
once and for all. 
Hennig was the 
reigning Inter- 
continental cham- 
pion in the WWF, 
and a natural tar- 
get for the “Hit- 
man.” Hart won 
the battles, but 
Hennig didn’t 
make it easy. 

“When | de- 
feated Hennig, | 
felt that I'd finally 
arrived as a sin- 
gles wrestler,” 
recalled Hart. “But 
that doesn’t mean that | think | 
owe him anything. He did every- 
thing to try and stop me. He 
pulled out every dirty trick in the 
book. He would have been con- 
tent to end my career. It’s not an 
easy thing to forget.” 

When the “Hitman” arrived in 
WCW, he immediately targeted 
the NWO. What he truly wanted ~ 
was Hulk Hogan, but he knew he 
had to chip away at the founda- 
tion to get to the leader. He 
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found Hennig at that foundation 
and has dominated the feud to 
date. 

Hollywood Hogan may seem 
like an NWO brother to Hennig, 
but that doesn’t mean that the 
memories of his bitter feud with 
the former “Mr. Perfect” have 
dissipated. Sources close to the 
NWO claim that Hennig’s indoc- 
trination into the group was very 
conditional and might remain 
that way. Supposedly, Hennig, 
seeing how Hogan was threat- 
ened by Hart, volunteered to 
take care of the “Hitman.” That’s 
the story Hennig is telling. 
Others say Hogan insisted that 
Hennig target Hart. 

“Curt stepped up to the plate,” 
said one source, “but he did it on 
direct orders from Hogan. This 
was not his idea. He knew that 
hard feelings still existed with 
Hogan, and he still wants to be a 


By joining the NWO, Hennig helped dismantle The 
Four Horsemen—and made the “Nature Boy” one of 
his primary enemies yet again. 


power player in the New World 
Order. So he agreed to try to get 
rid of Hart. Hennig’s recruitment 
was pure business. Hogan knew 
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that he could shift the 
balance of power and 
destroy the Horsemen 
at the same time.” 
Hennig has been in 
WCW for less than a 
year, but already he has 
racked up his fair share 
of enemies. From “Dia- 
mond” Dallas Page in 
Hennig’s WCW pay-per- 
view debut to his current 
trifecta of detractors, Hennig 
hasn’t heeded his father’s 
advice. He could have used his 
current WCW stint to mend 


Hennig looked good in losing the WWF Intercontinental title to Bret Hart, 
a 1991 match that cemented Hart's solo wrestler status. Hennig was bru- 
tal in their feud, a fact the “Hitman” hasn't forgotten. 


































friendships and rivalries from the 
past; instead, he’s building up a 
collection of enemies larger than 
ever. 

His closest (and perhaps only) 
friend, Rick Rude, sums it up like 
this: “When you’re a blue-chip 
talent like Curt Hennig, there will 
obviously be jealousy all around 
you, sometimes from both your 
allies and your enemies. Its part 
of the territory of being great.” 

Hennig vs. Flair ... vs. Hart... 
and vs. Hogan. 

WCW may not be big enough 
for all of them. oO 


41 





RICK STEINER: 





“LT KEEP HOPING IT'S ALL A BAD DREAM" 


AMILY DIFFERENCES. 
fe They're a part of life. Even 

the closest friends and family 
members don't get along 100 per- 
cent of the time. There are the in- 
evitable squabbles. The difficulties. 
Disagreements. Ever attend a big 
wedding? Then you know what we 
mean. 

Rick and Scott Steiner had their 
share of differences. As tag team 
partners for nearly a decade, they 
occasionally disagreed on whom 
they should wrestle, where they 
should wrestle, who was the right 
manager for the team, and how 
they should go about designing 
their game plan for a big match. But 
never had they talked about split- 
ting. Even through all the injuries 
and inevitable slumps, they had 
never discussed splitting. 

In fact, right up until the night it 
happened, at SuperBrawl VIII, the 
Steiner brothers had never openly 
entertained the idea of going their 
separate ways. Privately, however, 
was another story. The NWO had 
made overtures to the Steiners that 
Rick vehemently and Scott not-so- 
vehemently turned down. How 
could Rick have known that Scott 
attended several meetings with the 
NWO and had negotiated a deal ... 
for himself? 

Of course, he couldn’t have 
known. Even in the Steiners’ match 
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against Kevin Nash and Scott Hall 
and SuperBrawl, when Scott stood 
above Rick in the traditional 
Steiners pose, nobody—especially 
Rick—suspected what was about to 
happen: Scott beat down upon his 
brother savagely, viciously, as if the 
man below him was not his blood. 
Scoit’s sacrifice of his brother to the 
NWO was also a sacrifice of the 
WCW World tag team belts, but 
later that night, the loss of the 
championship was of little concern 
to Rick. 

“He was crushed and he didn’t 
seem any better a month later 
when | spoke to him for this inter- 
view,” Senior Editor Bill Apter 
reported. “l kept on trying to change 
the subject, but Rick wanted to talk 
about only one thing.” Clearly, the 
“Hotseat” has not cooled down for 
this stricken Steiner. 





"This isn’t about the tag team 
title. This isn't about the 
NWO. I'd give up every tag 
team championship I ever 

won to get my brother back.” 





Q: Rick, all these weeks have 
passed and it seems as if you 
still have not gotten over what 
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happened at SuperBrawil. 


: How could | get over it? 


Could you? | mean, look 
what happened. My own 
brother, my own flesh and 
blood, turns against me, and 
does so like that, joining the 
NWO, basically selling me 
out for money. What am | 
supposed to do, turn the 
page and go on to the next 
chapter? 


: Some people say that could be 


an option. 


: Then who are those people? 


People who don’t have 
brothers or sisters? People 
who don’t care about their 
own families? This isn’t 
about the tag team title. This 
isn’t about the NWO. I'd give 
up every tag team champi- 
onship | ever won to get my 
brother back. 


: But you won't join the NWO. 


No. 


: No way? 
: Absolutely not. Why should | 


join them. They stole my 
brother! I’ll have nothing to 
do with them, unless it’s to 
beat them to a pulp in the 
ring. 


: Some people might say they 


didn't steal your brother. | 
mean, you can’t be taken if 
you don't want to be taken. If 
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“I love my brother. | still love 
my brother. | think he loves 
me, too, but something like 

this... it's not supposed to 


happen.” 


sw 


he didn’t want to be bought, 
there wouldn't have been 
enough money in the world. 








A: You know what? You can For weeks, we witnessed disagreements 
say that, and maybe you'd Reece ne tee 
be right, but this is a lot (above). Still, when their violent split 
more complicated than that. took place at SuperBraw/l (left), Rick was 
The NWO has gotten very the most surprised person in the arena. 
strong. Me and Scott have 
had our differences, but | Q: | guess it's about money. 
didn’t think it was anything A: No. | don’t think so. It’s about 
to be worried about. | love something else. 
my brother. | still love my Q: What then? 
brother. | think he loves me, A: | don’t know. | keep going 
too, but something like this over this in my head. I 
... [voice cracks] it’s not don’t sleep nights thinking 
supposed to happen. about it, thinking about 

Q: Do you need a glass of water? what might have happened. 

A: Just give me a second. Just | don’t know. Maybe Scott 
a second ... This is very around. Everybody’s heard went crazy. Maybe he just 
tough. the rumors about WCW forgot about his priorities. | 

Q: | can imagine. downgrading the tag team mean, anything, we could 

A: No, you can’t imagine. You division. So what. We could have worked out anything. 


know, | keep hoping this 
isn’t really happening. | 
keep hoping it’s all a bad 
dream. | mean, we didn’t 
have to be partners forever. 
| heard the rumors going 


Abe 


have gone on, on our own. 
He’s a great wrestler. I’m a 
great wrestler. We could’ve 
helped each other. But join- 
ing the NWO? What’s that 
all about? 


But Scott’s never been one 
to take the easy way out. 
He’s never done anything 
for money. | mean, what 
was the NWO offering? 
Easy street? A quick fix? 
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Friends? Money? Power? 
Heck, we've had all that, 
and we could’ve had it 
again. Sure, we’ve had the 
injuries. Lots of them. | had 
them. He had them. Bad. 
That bad back of his, | 
don’t know how he got 
through it, but he worked 
hard and he came back. To 
do this, to sell out for the 
easy fix, just doesn’t make 
any sense. 

Q: According to insiders, the 
NWO paid Scott a contract 
somewhere in the seven-fig- 
ures range, with most of the 
money up front. 

A: Big deal. Chump change. 
We’ve made that kind of 
money before. Scott and 
me, we didn’t need the 
money. We’re fine. We’re 
champions. We’ve had a 
great career. And that’s 
another thing | don’t under- 
stand, Scott just throwing 
about the belts the way he 
did. | remember he once 
said to me, “Rick, those 
belts, they’re what we wres- 
tle for. If you’re not wres- 
tling for the championship, 


Rick has had several matches with NWO 
members, but the match most people are 
waiting for is Rick vs. Scott. If that would 
help get Scott back, Rick ts all for it. 
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you might as well not both- 
er wrestling.” Well, he just 
took them and threw them 
away. What sense does that 
make? 


: Rick, it sounds to me like 


you're asking a lot more ques- 
tions than | could ever ask ... 


: Yeah, but I don’t have the 


answers. Not a single one. | 
don’t know why he did what 
he did, what could have 
come over him. I’ve tried to 
talk to him ... 


: You mean you've called him? 
: Sure. I’ve called him and I’ve 


tried to talk to him in person, 
at the arenas. 


: And what's happened? 
: Sometimes | leave a mes- 


sage. He never returns my 
calls. The few times | got 
him on the phone he kept 
saying, “Rick, | wasn’t going 
to be bogged down.” 
Bogged down by what? By 
being champions? By being 
the best tag team in the 
world? What was he talking 
about. 


: What happens when you see 


him at the arenas. 


: It’s only happened once. | 


couldn’t even get a word out. 
Those flunkies, Nash and 
Hall, were over in no time, 
pushing him away. They 
won’t even let him talk. It’s 
like they’ve brainwashed 
him. 


: Maybe they have. 
:You know what? | have 
thought about that, but when 


did they do it? When did 
they have the chance? 
That’s another thing | keep 
wondering about, when they 
got to him. 


: There’s always time. 
: Yeah, and they found it. 


They found the time. You 
know, they’re the lowest of 
the lowest. There’s nothing 
worse than the NWO. Now | 
understand. They stole my 
brother, but you know 
what? They’re not going to 
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“Scott's never been one to 
take the easy way out. He's 
never done anything for 
money. | mean, what was the 
NWO offering?” 





get me. Never. There’s no 
price. 


Q: That's refreshing to here. But 


the question is: Will you get 
your brother back? 


A: 1 don’t know. | hope so. | 


have to think so. Scott’s 
smart. He was always the 
leader. He knows what he’s 
doing. Who knows, maybe 
he’s just trying to infiltrate 
the NWO and he wants to 
keep it secret, even from me. 
I just wish | knew. 

: But you'd take him back under 
any circumstances. 

: Yeah. He doesn’t even have 
to say he’s sorry. 

: Would you wrestle him? 

: It depends. lf | thought it 
would help me get him back, 
to knock some sense in him, 
then definitely. 


Q: But he doesn't want to wrestle 


you. 


A: The way | see it, Bill, he does 


whatever the NWO tells him 
to do. That’s the saddest 
part of all. im 
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belt only when 
he feels like it 
(which isn’t 
often). But now 
Severn has a 
chance to bring 
new respect to 
the belt ... 

and himself | 
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NWA champion Dan Severn 
ee dominates Franz Schumann 
gat this year's NWA Eddie 


| 


« Gilbert Memorial Show in 


>) Philadelphia. It was a rare 
 sight—the NWA champ com- 
peting on an NWA card. 


Severn has been the target of a cam- 
paign by Jim Cornette to make the for- 
mer UFC competitor more active in the 
wrestling ring. It was Cornette who 


regular basis. Because there is no 
30-day rule in the NWA, Severn 
cannot be forced into regular title 
defenses. Too many NWA cards 
go on without an appearance by 
the federation’s heavyweight 
champion. Severn’s recent victory 
over Franz Schumann at the 
NWA’s Eddie Gilbert Memorial 
Show in Philadelphia could hardly 
be considered a victory over top- 
flight competition. 

The NWA heavyweight title, 
while certainly not vacant, has 
become dormant. Over a 12- 
month period, the champion de- 
fended the belt only a handful of 
times. NWA wrestlers are no 
longer vying for the heavyweight 
belt because they know title shots 
are few and far between. 

Now, however, there is evi- 
dence that Severn is coming out 
of his cocoon and might be be- 
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brought Severn to the WWF. 


coming a full-time champion. His 
appearance at a recent Raw Is 
War as a member of Jim Cor- 
nette’s NWA group, though possi- 
bly disappointing to Severn’s sup- 
porters, was an indication that 
Severn is finally ready to regularly 
rumble. 

And in his victory over Flash 
Funk at a Raw Is War taping, 
Severn appeared to be enjoying 
himself in the ring. Afterward, he 
remarked to reporters that he liked 
“the glare of the TV lights” and 
“the reaction of the fans.” The 
warm spotlight felt good to him. 

“Every member of my group is 
going to wrestle,” Cornette pro- 
mised. “That's what the NWA is all 
about. He’s not here for his good 
looks or to beat up some punks 
once in a while. He’s here be- 
cause he’s the best wrestler in the 
NWA, and the best wrestler in the 


NWA belongs with me.” 

Severn’s first appearance at 
Raw was unremarkable. After 
Cornette’s new Midnight Express 
defeated The Headbangers for the 
NWA tag team title, Cornette had 
Severn demonstrate some of his 
Ultimate Fighting moves on the 
losers. Severn did as he was told, 
performing a few suplexes and 
submission holds on the fallen 
‘Bangers, then left the ring. The 
fans, most of whom were unfamil- 
iar with Severn, seemed only mild- 
ly impressed by the display. 

But this isn’t about whether 
Severn is a skilled wrestler; 
everybody knows he is. It’s about 
a champion’s respect. If Severn 
wants that kind of respect, he'll 
have to win it by restoring respect . 
for the NWA title. It’s a belt he 
should wear proudly. The WWF 
has offered him a chance to 
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wrestle in the spotlight, and he 
should grab it. Rumors have cir- 
culated about Severn facing off 
against former UFC rival Ken 
Shamrock, who recently came 
close to winning the WWF Inter- 
continental title. 

The mere act of the NWA 
champion stepping into the ring 
against a top contender to the 
WWF's I-C title would bring 
respect to the NWA. A victory by 
Severn would send the NWA’s 
respect meter soaring. There’s no 
doubt Severn has the ability to 
beat Shamrock; he’s done it 
before in the UFC, and he can do 
it again. 

Don’t tell it to Shamrock, 
though. 

“Severn’s wasting his time,” 
Shamrock said. “He did the worst 
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If Severn were to wrestle more 


frequently (and against oppo- 


nents who are better know 
than Schumann), he might wi 
the same kind of respect for his 


NWA title that he personally @ 


commands as an athlete. 


thing a wrestler can do, the worst 
thing any athlete can do: He got 
lazy. He doesn’t want it anymore. 
You can tell. If those NWA people 
had any brains, which | doubt, 
they'd strip Severn of their title 
and give it to somebody who 
wants it.” 

Shamrock might have been 
baiting Severn. Certainly, there 
was a ring of truth to his words. 
Shamrock respects Severn. How 
couldn’t he? Severn is an out- 
standing athlete, one of the best in 
the world. A lot of wrestling insid- 
ers feel that if Severn gave it a 
complete effort, he could be a 
world champion one day. 

The problem is, Severn has yet 
to answer the most important 
questions of all: Is his heart in pro- 
fessional wrestling? Is this what 
he wants? 

The map to wrestling stardom 





is clearly laid out for Severn: 
Defend the NWA heavyweight title 
on a regular basis. Give shots to 
top WWF wrestlers. Maybe win a 
major WWF title. And on into the 
wrestling record books. 

The map is laid out, but Severn 
(so far) has shown no inclination 
to follow the trail. 

“| have to do things the way | 
need to do them, when the time is 
right,” Severn said. “Sure, | think 
people respect the NWA heavy- 
weight title, and they respect the 
man who’s wearing it. | heard 
what Shamrock said about me, 
and | don't really care. This is my 
life, my career. I’m going to do as | 
please.” 

He always has. He always will. 

Meanwhile, Jim Cornette is try- 
ing to change Severn’s will. 

... which might be the ultimate 
challenge of them all. O 





The telephone wires sizzle 
each month, as two top 
wrestlers voice their rage and 
hostility toward each other. 
Here’s the unedited transcript 
of their conversation, your 
chance to feel the raw 
emotion that results when 
two antagonists face off ... 
One On One 


RESTLING HAS SEEN more than its share 
| \ / of family feuds in the past few years, but the 

relationship between Eddy Guerrero and 
Chavo Guerrero Jr. is markedly different than that of 
Owen and Bret Hart or Rick and Scott Steiner. Rather 
than being a case of jealousy bubbling to the surface 
between brothers, in this case it is an uncle trying to 
“make aman” out of his nephew. 

When Eddy started breaking rules, he lost the 
respect of his family by betraying their proud scientific 
heritage. He also starting winning title belts. 

Chavo, meanwhile, has remained within the 
confines of the rules and done his family proud. Still, 
he has repeatedly been bested by his hostile uncle 
and remains out of the WCW title picture. 

Chavo again tried to make his uncle see the error 
of his ways and challenged him to a match with an 
unusual stipulation: If Chavo were to win, Eddy 
would return to his former scientific self. If Eddy won, 
Chavo would do as Eddy said. Eddy won. 

Now the two are bound together by a verbal 
agreement. Their personal idealogies may clash, their 
sense of sportsmanship may disagree, but neither 
man wants to be the one who caves to the other's 
wishes. 

With such hostility between the two reluctant 
teammates, it only made sense to ask them to come 
together and air their differences ... “One On 
One.” 
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“How will beating up on an opponent after 
the match give me killer instinct?” 
—Chavo Guerrero Jr. 


EDDY GUERRERO: So the guys from INSIDE 
WRESTLING say there’s something you want to say to me. 
What is this? Is it like a Jerry Springer episode? “I’m 
Living in My Uncle’s Shadow, But I’m Afraid to Tell Him 
to His Face.” Or maybe “I’m Too Stubborn For My Own 
Good And It’s Standing In The Way Of My Success.” 
Either way, I think you'd be uniquely qualified to appear. 

CHAVO GUERRERO: It’s going to be like this, ef, 
Eddy? Let’s put the sarcasm and attitude away, just for 10 
minutes. How about you and I talk things out, once and for 
all, in front of the whole world? You owe it to your fans. 

EG: I what?! 

CG: You heard me. Don’t forget, I’m family. I know 
how much you loved hearing the fans cheer for you. Let’s 
drop the whining and talk things out. 

EG: I’m listening. 

CG: You tured your back on the fans almost a year 
ago. Now here you are, without a belt, and you’re trying to 
drag me down with you. Why are you so caught up in try- 
ing to turn me into you instead of concentrating on your 
own career? You know I don’t want to be like you, but you 
still hound me to attack opponents and break the rules. 
Why can’t you just let me be myself? Then maybe you can’ 
get back to being yourself. 
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“You are a Guerrero. You’re too talented to 
let your skills go to waste.” 
—Eddy Guerrero 


EG: Are you done yet? Or are you going to stay up on 
that soapbox for a while longer? 

CG: I’m gonna ... 

EG: Why don’t you let your lowly—and winning—auncle 
have his say? Chavo, I’ve explained it to you many times. I 
am dedicated to making you a winning wrestler. More than 
that, I am dedicated to making you a man. 

CG: And you're going to make me a man by forcing 
me to take shortcuts to get a few tainted wins? What’s 
more important, Eddy? Taking the low road to try to get 
victories or live up to the legacy of your family name? 
Doesn’t the name “Guerrero” still mean anything to you? 

EG: Of course it does. Guerrero, as in Eddy Guerrero, 
means legend. Guerrero, as in Hector or Mando or your 
daddy Chavo, means loser. You walk through the crowd at 
any WCW show and ask fans the first thing that comes to 
their mind when you say “Guerrero.” I guarantee that 
they’re not going to be talking about Hector or your papa. 

CG: Yeah, they'll be laughing about how my uncle 
threw his career away. 

EG: Chavo, don’t you realize that I’m doing this for 
you? I’m taking you under my wing and I’m going to turn 
you into a champion, I know it’s tough to stray from the 
straight and narrow path that the family has brainwashed 


INSIDE WRESTLING 


you into, but it’s what you’ve got to do to make it to the 
top of this business. 

CG: Eddy, deep down you know I still respect you. 
You taught me everything I know. Ever since I can 
remember, you, my father, Mando, and Hector have 
instilled in me a strong respect for the rules of wrestling 
and a sense of sportsmanship. What you’re doing is telling 
me to go against everything I’ve ever believed, even to 
betray my own family. 

EG: Developing a killer instinct is not betraying the 
family, Chavo. It is continuing the winning tradition you 
are so proud of. Look around you, Chavo. Who’s at the 
top of the ratings in WCW? The NWO has all the power. 
Chris Jericho finally clawed his way to the top by giving 
up on the fans. Even WCW’s savior Sting spent a year 
sneak-attacking people and bashing them with baseball 
bats. Wrestling has changed since the days of our rela- 
tives. If you aren't willing to adapt to the new environ- 
ment, you’re going to spend the rest of your days opening 
cards in matches against Prince Iaukea. Believe me, I 
know. 

CG: How will beating up on an opponent after the 
match give me killer instinct? That only proves that you’re 
a coward and you’re not confident in your abilities. 

EG: That’s your father talking. After you win a match 
over, say, Psicosis or Dean Malenko, go ahead and take 
out the trash. That gets attention. People start talking, your 
opponent wants a rematch, and you do the same thing 
again. That gets the promoters’ attention and before you 
know it, you’ve got a title shot on your hands. 

CG: Damn it, Eddy. You’re asking a lot of me. Tell me, 
are you truly happy with your career now? Was it worth it to 
throw everything away? 

EG: You are a Guerrero. You're too talented to let 
your skills go to waste. Imagine what we could do 
together. We could be the tag team champions of the 
world, You could win any belt you want, and you’ll have 
me watching your back. Eddie and Chavo Jr. will be 
together again. 

CG: It sickens me that I’m actually considering this. 
What you stand for goes against everything I believe. I 
don’t know if I could respect myself even if a won the 
World title by cheating. It’s not the way I’ve dreamed of 
winning a title. 

EG: And have you dreamed of being screwed over 
by matchmakers? Have you dreamed of sitting on the 
sidelines and watching Lex Luger, The Giant, Sting, 
and Hollywood Hogan, guys whose combined arsenal 
consists a total of five or six moves, get all the title 
shots? 

CG: (pauses) Okay. Eddy, I want to work with you. 
You are my uncle and I love you. We’re going to disagree, 
but I'll try to work alongside you. Maybe I can change 
your mind along the way. 

EG: Forget about changing my mind. Just listen to me 
and become a champion. It’s about time to usher in a 
brand new era of Guerrero dominance. O 
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Did you ever wonder how YOU 
could get into Pro Wrestling? 
Maybe as a valet, manager or even a wrestler? 
Or in one of MANY non-wrestling positions? 


OR DO YOU WANT TO FIND OUT 
“MORE” ABOUT WRESTLING? 


Now YOU can find out what you need to know 
to enter the exciting work! of Pro Wrestling! This 
very insightful new 1998 Edition is written by two 
active professionals in the wrestling business who 
have worked for every major wrestling association 
including WCW and the WWFI You are advised 
what to do, where to write, how to act, what to say, 
how to get various jobs, what your chances are - 
and how to better those odds! Explains many “in- 
side” things you never knew, but need to know! 

* Details over 50 different jobs possible in pro wrestling! 
* Lists addresses of U.S. promotions and best wresting 
schools ° Tels you where to order boots, 
tigtts, atc, in U.S. and UK. » Charge i! 
Updated chapter about the NWO! 


1998 Inside Secrets on How 
YOU Can Enter The Exciting 
World of Pro Wrestling! 


Price of 1998 Edition is only $15, incl. postage! 
Add $5 sh outside U.S. - Send Visa, MasterCard, 
Money Order or cash for quickest shipment! 


PRO WRESTLING CAREER BOOK 
2480-4 Briarcliff Rd, Ste. 256+ Atlanta, GA 30329 
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YOU SNOOZE, YOU LOSE! 

At one time, WCW imported tal- 
ent from Mexico and Japan on a 
regular basis, but the influx of 
international stars has slowed con- 
siderably in recent weeks. 
Meanwhile, the WWF has brought 
in several Japanese and Mexican 
wrestlers, especially in the light 
heavyweight division. 

WCW has become stagnant. 
Every week, Nitro and Thunder 
promise a title defense or similar 
main event, but the ending is 
always the same: The NWO runs 
in, and fans litter the ring with 
soda and beer. 

The talent in 
WCW might be 
more impressive on 
paper, but what 
good is talent if you 
don’t use it proper- 
ly? At least there 
are some interesting 
surprises on Raw 
(even though | don't 
agree with the con- 
tent). | think it’s just 
a matter of time 
before the balance 
of power between 
the two federations 
swings in the WWF's 
favor. Wake up, Eric 
Bischoff! 

MONICA SWAIN 

Lansing, Ml 


CHYNA RULES 
Since Shawn Mi- 
chaels cannot carry 
the ball anymore, 
and “Triple-H” isn’t 
talented enough to 
do things right, | 
think Chyna should 
be the leader of De- 
Generation X. If it 
weren't for her, nei- 
ther one of those 


buffoons would have amounted 
to anything. After all, it was her 
interference that allowed them to 
beat superior athletes like Owen 
Hart. 

Syxx and The New Age Out- 
laws are just no-talent punks who 
are looking for a free ride on the 
coattails of what Chyna has 
already done. 

If Chyna has any sense, and 
I’m sure she does, she will take 
over DX. Or else dump those 
losers. 

FRANK D’AMATO 
Lawnside, NJ 


Chyna looks like the picture of confidence 
standing next to 
D'Amato would like to see her take over as 
leader of DeGeneration X. 


“Triple-H.” Frank 
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A lot of people didn’t think STEVE AUSTIN 
would beat SHAWN MICHAELS for the 
WWF World title at WrestleMania XIV, but 
he did so convincingly. The toughest fight of 
“Stone-Cold’s” life might be still to come. 
We'll let you know why an Austin- VINCE 
McMAHON match won't be as one-sided as 
you’d think ... Who is the strongest man in 
wrestling? We'll not only tell you that—we'll 
tell you who the 50 strongest are ... SCOTT 
HALL and KEVIN NASH may have been 
the founders of the NWO, but we have 
reason to believe that their days in that 
powerful organization are numbered 


All this—and much more— 
in the August 1998 issue of 
Wrestling Superstars 
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SAVAGE WORLD (DIS)ORDER! 
Is Anyune Matha Enangh We Stay The ody a 


We Stand Behind Ya, Vince! 


{T'S TIME TO FIRE AUSTIN! 


: E ie 
Hes Tha PRISaIe Put Malonko near 


‘Sable & (una "KE Un 
GRA Lance Storm 


Can RANDY SAVAGE really take over 
control of the NWO from HOLLYWOOD 
HOGAN? Is anyone “macho” enough to stop 
him? What would a Savage-led NWO be 
like? We should find out the answers to these 
questions soon ... We don’t like saying this, 
but it something that just has to be done. Go 
ahead, VINCE McMAHON: Fire STEVE 
AUSTIN! ... What did DEAN MALENKO 
mean when he said he was going home after 
suffering another frustrating loss at 
Uncensored? Did the pressure get to him? 
We'll tell you what happened to him and what 
he’s doing to try to get back on the right track 


All this—and much more— 
in the August 1998 issue of 
The Wrestler 
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On The Road 


(Ovelel (ieleleM ineliem 2y-1e [=i ey) 


Elizabeth might be willing to help Savage 
overcome Lex Luger's “rack,” but she could 
only sit and cry while the “Macho Man” 
received emergency care after being run 


over by (we think) Hollywood Hogan. 


receptionist would patiently say, 
“Don’t worry, ma’am. When the 
doctor is ready, he'll come out and 
see you.” And each time, Elizabeth 
wasn’t comforted by these words. 
She just went on crying. 

Elizabeth did not strike me as a 
woman who feared for the health of 
her meal ticket. She struck me as a 
woman who feared for the health of 
her friend, business partner, com- 
panion. It was touching. Elizabeth’s 
behavior over the past few years 
has not been touching. This was 
touching. And there wasn’t a TV 
camera around to record it. That's 
what made it best of all. 

Finally, after about an hour, 
Elizabeth turned to me and said, 
“Do you think you could find out 
what's going on?” 

“If they didn’t tell you, they’re 
not going to tell me,” | said. 
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“But you’re a reporter. Don’t 
they have to tell you?” 

“No. Besides, you’re family. 
They'll tell you first.” 

“I’m not family,” Elizabeth said. 
“Not anymore.” 

“But you’re as close to him as 
anyone.” 

Hearing that, she nodded her 
head and cried some more. 

Twenty minutes later, the doc- 
tor came out and asked Elizabeth 
whether she'd like to see “your 
husband.” Elizabeth didn’t bother 
to correct the doctor. She just fol- 
lowed his instructions. | waited. 
She emerged after an hour, still 
crying but with some good news. 

“The doctor says he’s going to 
be okay,” she said. “Nothing too 
serious. That's what | was worried 
about, you know. Randy talked to 
me and told me he’s going to get 





whoever did this to him. He thinks 
it was Hogan.” 

“It probably was,” | said. 

“| don’t care,” Elizabeth said. “I 
don’t care who it was. | just want 
him to be okay. That's all that mat- 
ters to me. 

“You know,” she added, “we’ve 
been through a lot together. But 
we still care about each other.” 

“| know that,” | said. “I can see 
that.” 

But for the life of me, | couldn't 
understand what had torn Savage 
and Elizabeth apart. What had 
forced them to divorce. It’s been 
said that the strongest couples 
stay together despite adversity. 
Savage and Elizabeth have been 
through it all. They're still together. 
Just not in the way that they had 
once hoped they would be. It real- 
ly makes you wonder. oO 
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off with all kinds of cheap 
Hogan merchandise. | actually 
know people who enjoyed 
Suburban Commando. 

| also know people who 
liked Titanic. Go figure. 

By the way, what’s with 
those WCW TV bootlickers— 
I'm talking about one bootlicker 
in particular, Tony Schiavone— 
constantly referring to Sting as 
“the greatest heavyweight 
champion of our time”? 

Sting’s three previous 
WCW World title reigns lasted 
six months, five months, and 
six days. As of this writing, 
he’s been champion for two 
months. 

Now, | hate Hulk Hogan, 
but there’s no doubt that 
Hogan has been a better and 
longer champion in “our time.” The 
same holds true for Ric Flair and 
Bret Hart, both of whom were 
world champions in “our time.” 

But the Wrestler of the Century 
is Bruno Sammartino, whose 
WWF World title reigns lasted 
nearly eight years and more than 
three years. Hogan was WWF 
champion for more than four years 
once. 

By what measure is Sting the 
greatest world champion of “our 
time”? 

I'll grant them this: Sting is the 
greatest WCW World champion of 
March and April 1998. 

You know what? I’m beginning 
to not like Tony Schiavone too 
much, either. 

Japanese wrestling legend 
Antonio Inoki, 55, won his retire- 
ment match on April 4 by defeat- 
ing Don Frye in front of about 
70,000 fans at the Tokyo Dome. 

Apparently, Inoki was thrilled 
that boxing legend Muhammad Ali 
was in attendance for the match. 
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Behind The Door 


(Continued from page 12) 


i ee Nee 
Japanese legend Antonio Inoki grinds out a victory over Don Frye in his farewell match 


at the Tokyo Dome. Rosenbaum will reserve praise for the 55-year-old wrestler until he 
is sure Inoki is retired. 


You might remember—although it 
would be better if you had forgot- 
ten—that in 1976, Ali and Inoki 
battled—actually “battled” is too 
strong a word—in a stupefyingly 
boring 15-round boxer vs. wrestler 
match that ended in a draw. 

If | were Inoki, | would have 
wanted Ali as far away from the 
Tokyo Dome as possible on retire- 
ment night. Any association 
between Ali and Inoki should be 
wiped from our memories forever. 
That match was a disaster. A 
ripoff. | still want my money back. 

Boy, am | in a bad mood. What 
has come over me? Just this: | 
don’t believe Inoki has really 
retired. | think we'll see him in the 
ring again. Wrestlers never retire. 
They always come back. You 
could put together a pretty impres- 
sive federation made up entirely of 
wrestlers who retired and then 
went back on their words. 

Inoki had wrestled for 38 years. 
| am 38 years old. This doesn’t 
make me feel old, but it should 
make Inoki feel very old. Oo 
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§ MAKE BiG MONEY 
IN PRO WRESTLING § 


Whether you want to be in the 
wrestling spotlight or make money behind 
the scenes, this book was written for you!! 
Co-authored by wrestling superstars KING 
KONG BUNDY and “PRETTY BOY” 
LARRY SHARPE, HITTIN’ THE MAT 
contains everything you need to know to 
prepare for a wrestling or non-wrestling 
career in this exciting business. GUAR- 
ANTEED! Whether you want to make 
money in the wrestling industry or just enjoy 
watching, this book is a must! Act now and 
receive the following FREE bonuses: 


1. Autographed, personalized picture of 
KING KONG BUNDY and “PRETTY 
BOY” LARRY SHARPE, 


2. Informative guide describing dozens of 
non-wrestling positions. 


3. Money-saving coupons for wrestling 
publications, training, equipment, memor- 
abilia and more. 


Only $12.95 + $2 S/H 
(Add $5 outside U.S.) 


DON’T WAIT! ORDER TODAY! 
Send to: 
HITTIN’ THE MAT 


704 BROADWAY, #188C 
MANTUA, NJ 08051 
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Bill Goldberg (shown pinning Hammer) could have been one of the greatest bad guys to enter this 
sport in years. It makes me sick to see him soak up the cheers he hears around the country now. 


saddest case, and perhaps the 
catalyst for my angst. His look 
resembles Austin’s, but | held out 
hope that he would resist the call- 
ing of an all-out sellout. Goldberg 
racked up an impressive winning 
streak that no rookie will ever 
match. He was the most talked 
about newcomer since a certain 
7’4” goof darkened wrestling’s 
doorstep. 

But even Goldberg weakened 
easily enough. The T-shirt defeat- 
ed him where the most talented 
wrestler could not. Now Goldberg 
is just one of the many unwashed, 
selling his very soul to the gods of 
wrestling merchandising. Funny, | 
swear | saw a spine somewhere in 
that muscular physique once. 

Two basic things are happen- 
ing in this rulebreaker renais- 
sance. First, the bad guys are 
transforming themselves into 
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good guys at a record pace. The 
minute they become dominant 
and successful, the fans start to 
notice, and then the promoters 
start to see dollar signs. The 
wrestler, seduced by money and 
opportunity, usually jumps at the 
opportunity. The next thing you 
know, they are wearing shirts and 
hats emblazoned with their name 
and slogan of the week. 

Second, any fan favorite who 
wants to jump on the bandwagon 
and go the bad route does it with- 
out thinking twice. Shawn Mi- 
chaels saw how Bret Hart contin- 
ued to be cheered by some even 
after he told the American people 
to take a flying leap. So Michaels, 
in a desperate attempt to jump- 
start his own sagging career, 
returned to the rulebreaking 
ranks. But Bret Hart was just as, 
dare | say, bad. He turned just 


because he _ heard 
Steve Austin getting 
cheered. 

| remember pulling 
up an old column by 
Dan Shocket right after 
Tommy Rich, for so 
long a beloved fan 
favorite, had turned 
bad. While all the other 
editors and writers 
reviled Rich and expect- 
ed the rulebreaking 
columnist to embrace 
him, Shocket shockingly 
took a wait-and-see 
approach. He wrote 
about the character of a 
good rulebreaker and 
the dedication it re- 
quires to be one. This 
was an elite group that 
not just anyone could 
join by changing his hair 
color or altering his 
wrestling style. 

That’s the problem. 
Anyone can get in, and too many 
are getting out. Rulebreaking is 
becoming a haven for wannabes. 
There are few with true convic- 
tions, few who can truly live with- 
out fan acceptance. That requires 
some form of vertebra (see Bill 
Goldberg). Fan acceptance is like 
a torrential rain that is dousing 
many a fine parade. 

So look upon this as my unoffi- 
cial cease-and-desist order. The bad 
guys of wrestling do not need your 
cheers. They need your bile and 
venom, for that is what gives them 
fuel to live on and to break rules 
another day. Same for me. | don’t 
want letters of praise. | want your 
disdain. | want your indifference. | 
want you to hate me because | hate 
your favorites. So on behalf of the 
true, blue rulebreakers of profes- 
sional wrestling ... 

Get off of our cloud. ia 
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Who would have thought that Vince McMahon 
would ever be despised by WWF fans? People 
hate him so much that they're making sure 
they tune in to Raw to see what Steve Austin 


- has planned for him week after week. 
- ‘ 
et _ _ 1 


He is now a hated man who 
unfairly singles out the most popu- 
lar wrestlers in the WWF. Instead of 
reigning in DX or disciplining The 
Nation of Domination, Vince is, for 
lack of a better term, picking on 
“Stone-Cold” Steve Austin. He 
practically forced Austin to give up 
the Intercontinental title and is now 
openly opposed to “Stone-Cold” 
holding the World title. He is butting 
his hair helmet with Austin’s bald 
pate. Guess who is getting most of 
the fan support in this one. 

In this situation, you could argue 
that “Vince screwed Vince.” Over 
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the past year, McMahon has been 
in the unusual position of a runner- 
up. WCW’s Nitro has consistently 
beaten his Raw week after week in 
the ratings. Save for the two-plus 
months during which Mike Tyson 
was a regular on WWF TV, the 
mainstream coverage that once 
belonged to the WWF had been 
transferred to WCW, as Hulk 
Hogan, “Diamond” Dallas Page, 
and The Giant appeared on net- 
work talk shows and MTV. 

But wrestling fans, whether they 
cheer the good or the bad, always 
root for the underdog. They rooted 


for guys like The Kid and Barry 
Horowitz. Bill Goldberg was never 
expected to be as dominant as he 
now is, but as he racked up win 
after win, fans began to worship the 
ground he was sweating on. He is 
one of the fastest-rising superstars 
in the history of this sport. 

Vince had that underdog role 
sewn up. He was the lone gun, the 
mom-and-pop wrestling operation 
facing off with the big, bad corpora- 
tion known as Time Warner. He did 
not own television networks and did 
not have the vast resources (nee 
Ted Turner’s wallet) to bring in all 
the major stars. Bischoff was open- 
ly mocking him in online chats. 
McMahon was the unsung hero. 
Now he is anything but that. 

But then | think of how masterful 
a promoter McMahon has been 
through the years. After all, as his 
popularity slides into the mud, the 
WWF's popularity is growing. For 
the first time since June 10, 1996, 
Raw beat Nitro in a head-to-head 
confrontation on the night Mc- 
Mahon almost got into it with 
Austin. Since, these promotions 
seem to live and die by their 
Monday night ratings, the WWF 
could officially say it has momen- 
tum. Is Vince making himself the 
sacrificial lamb? 

Is there a method to his mad- 
ness? After all, if he does not wish 
to have Austin as his champion— 
and it is clear that he does not like 
Austin at all—he could just strip him 
of the title. But Vince knows better 
than that. A titleless Austin was a 
ratings boon. Austin as champion 
might yield even greater numbers. It 
makes me wonder. Could it be that 
for the sake of ratings, in order to 
return to the number-one position, 
and just to beat WCW and its 
leader, is Vince intentionally screw- 
ing Vince? 

Stay tuned. oO 
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February 1976: The Night Andre The Giont Hod 
To Be Saved From Ernie Lodd. Ako: Robert Fuller, 
Vicki Willioms, Pat Barrett, Nelson Royal, C. Tolos & 
Kent, El Gran Markus, Bobo Brazil, Moondog Mayne, 
Chief Jay Strongbow, Mark Lewin, Crusher & Bruiser. 
October 1977: Andre & Strongbow: Only Thoir 
Greatness Can Conquer The Demons. Also: 
Blackjack Mulligan, Ivan Putski, Jack Brisco, Bob 
Backlund, Dusty Rhodes, 

March i978: Don’t Believe Those Lios About 
Dusty Rhodes. Also: Jones & Valentine, Backlund- 
July 1979: Rhodes vs. Kolotf: The Beginning Of 
The End For Dusty Rhodes? Also: Bruiser-Roce, 
Emie Lodd, Voliant-Albono. 

August 1980: Lorry Zhyszko’s Foolproof Plot 
To Dive Bruno Out Of Wrestling. Also: Bobby 
Heenan, Mr. Wrestling II, Ox Baker. 

Jonvory 1981: Race vs, Bocklund: Did The WWF 
Trick Harley Race? Also: Pedro Morales, Snuka & 
Stevens, Strongbow-Sheik, Dick Slater, 

April 1981: Bruno Sammartino Jr, Confesses: 
“It’s Hell Carrying The Name Of My Father.” 
Also: Bugsy McGraw, Copt. Lou Albano, Mongolian 
Stomper, Flair-Roce. 

May 1981: Hussein Arab vs. Ivan Koloff: A 
Bloody War Explodes In A Neutral Country. Also: 
Bob Backlund, Bobo Brazil, Sontona & Bravo, D. Yon 
Erich- Race, 

September 1981; Patera & The Freebirds: The 
Unholy Alliance Seeks To Cripple Ted DiBiase. 
oe Junkyard Dog, Dory Funk Jr., Killer Khan, Ivan 


March 1982: Backlund-Valentine Death Match: 
The WWF Title Is Back Where It Belongs. Ako: 
Austin Idol, Spoiler, Tommy Rich, Brisco-DiBiase, 

April 1982; “Only Dusty Rhodes Can Save The 
AWA From Nick Bockwinkel,” By Verne Gogne, 
Also: David Von Erich, Blockjocks, Masked Superstor & 
Supet Destroyer, Andre-Khon. 

May 1982: Adrian Adonis: “1 Can Beat Bob 
Backlund ... | Just Con’t Beat The System!” 
Also: Dusty Rhodes, Flair & Mr. Wrestling I, D. Yon 
Erich A. Grahom, Hogan-Blackwel 

June 1982: Blockjack Mulligan Jr.'s Tragic 
Story: “I Have No Father ... | Have No 
Friends!” Also: Sgt. Slaughter, Morales-Valentine, 
Montreal, Super Destroyer & Masked Superstor. 

August 1982: Is Andre The Giont Getting Too 


Big For Wrestling? Also: Nick Bockwinkel, Mil 
Vascrs Bock Madigan, Studd-Super Destroyer, 


Oceke 1982 Roddy Piper: “I Don’t Have To 
Cheat To Defeat Tommy Rich.” Also: James J. Dillon, 
Sr,, Pat Pattorson, Magnificent Muraco. 
December 1982: Andre vs. The Giant 
Is Mightier Than The Claw. Also: Grand Wizard, 
February 1983: Rhodes vs, Funk: The Bloody 
Horror Of A Barbed Wire Fence Match. Ako Ted 
DiBiase, Andre-Orton Jr., Hogan & Patera, Floir-Honsen. 
March 1983: Superstor Graham: “The Hell With 
Pedro—] Want Backlund!” Also: Terry Funk, Rocky 
Johnson, JYD-Gino Hermondez, Johnn Studd. 
April 1983: Ivan Koloff vs. Ken Patera; The 
Shocking Truth Behind The Battle Of The Titans, 
Also: Albano-Snuka, Kabuki, Tommy Rich. 
June 1983: Bob Backlund vs. John Studd: The 
Untold Story Behind Studd’s Raw Deal. Ako: Jim 
Garvin, Bockwinkel-Lawler, Bob Orton Je. 
September 1983: Zbyszko vs. Rich: Con The 
National Title Survive This Brutal Tug Of Wor? 
Akso: Andre-Komala, Piper-Valentine, Michael Hayes. 
August 1984: Junkyard Dog Joins Jim Voliont’s 


Il, Austin Idol, 
October 1984: Collision Of The Florida 
Can Billy Jock Squeeze Superstar 

Graham Out Of Wrestling? Also: Rood Worriors, 
Flair-Steamboat, Eddie Gilbert, Orndorff & Shultz-Atlos 
& Johnson, 
November 1984: Dusty Rhodes: Champion Of 

ns ... And Still The Lord Of The Ring. 
a ilbert, Gino Hernandez, Road Warriors, JYD- 
December 1984: How Hulkamania Trampled Big 
John Studd. Also: Road Warriors, Mognum T.A., 
Wahoo McDaniel, Sulisvan-Rhodes. 
March 1985: He’s Bock And Better Than Ever: 
Backlond-A-Monia Is Sweeping The Nation! Ako: 
Koloffs Billy Jock, Von Erichs-Devastaton Inc. 
June 1985: Sgt. Slaughter Topples Ri Flair—So 
Why Isn’t He Champion? Also: Elloring & Rood 
Warriors, Koloffs & Khrushchey-Von Erichs, Kevin Yon 
Erich, Andre & JYD. 
September 1985: A Psychologist Examines 
“Rowdy” Roddy Piper! Is He As Crary As You 
Think He Is? Ako: Mognum-Blanchord, Fantastic, Ric 
Flair, Gogne & Sammartino. 
Janvory 1986: Rick Steamboat vs. Mognificent 
Muraco: The Volacano Rumbles. Also: Warriors & 
Ellering, Mike Von Erich, Jake Roberts, Koloff & 
Khrushchev-Rock ‘n’ Rolls, 
Morch 1986: Barry Windham & Mike Rotundo: 
Will Their Reunion Spell Disaster For Kendall 
Windham? Also: Studd-Hillbilly, Rick Rudo, Jerry 
Lower, Russions-Road Warriors. 
August 1986: WrestleMania 2: Hulk Hogan's 
Night Of Redemption. Ako: jim & Ron Garvi, Steve 
Willioms, Rick Mariel, Sir Oliver Humperdink. 
September 1986: Dusty Rhodes & Magnum 
T.A:: America’s Team Is Not Out For Glory ... 
It’s Out For Revenge! Also: Andre-Hogan, Chris 
Adams, Barry Windham, Scott Holl, 
October 1986: The NWA Championship Sinks To 
A New Low: Ric Flair Needs 10 Thugs To Defeat 
Lex Luger! Ako: Rood Warriors, Randy Savage, Verne 
Gogne, Fontastics Sheepherders. 
December 1986: Rock ‘n’ Roll Revival: Morton 
And Gibson Regain The NWA World Tog Title! 
Also: Lex Luger, Hogan-Adonis, Hall-DeBeers, 
February 1987: Hogan, Piper, Orndorff: The 
WWF’s Hate Triangle, Also: Tery Taylor, Ric Flair, 
Midnight Rockers, Kevin Von Erich. 
Morch 1987: Happy Anniversary, Hulk Hogant 
The WWF Champion Celebrates Three Yoors At 
The Top. Also: Ric Flair, Missy-Gilbert, Lex Luger, 
Bulldogs, Koloffs. 
April 1987: Steamboat & Windham: Manny 
Happy Returns! Also: Poul Elloring, Hacksaw Duggan, 


prospects. 

May 1987: Barry Windhom’s Warning To Lex 
= “Keep Away From The Four Horsemen.” 

Also: Steamboat-Savage, Hogan-Andre, Freebirds & 

Sunshine, Willioms-OMG, Midnight Rockers. 

July 1987: Exclusive Ringside Reports: 

WrestleMania Il Makes History! Also: Midnight 

Rockers, Mike Rotundo, Danny Davis, Ted DiBiase. 

September 1987: Hulk Hogan Defeats Harley 

Race: How Fate Took The Greatness Out Of This 

Violent Feud. Alo: New Brood-R&R Express, Rich & 

Idol, Honky Tonk Man, Eddie Gilbert. 

October 1987: The Rock ‘n’ Roll Express Win 

Their Fourth NWA Title: Also: Hogan-Bigelow, 

Rhodes-Blanchard, scaffold, Kevin Sullivan. 

November 1987: Special Fan Poll: Should Mr. T 

Be Allowed To Referee? Also: Wor Gamies, Bulldogs, 


Boogie Woogie porn Also: Steve O-Zbyszko, 
Magnum-Wresting Sugor- 


gives you all the in 
pro wrestling scene! Avoid sell 


Condrey & Rose, Dusty Rhodes, 

December 1987: Rhodes Challenges Luger: Will 

Dusty’s U.S. Tithe Hopes Split The 

Superpowers? Also: Hayes-Bubba, Mognum T.A., 

Randy Sovage, Al Perez. 

Jonvary 1988: Is Hulk Hogan Bored With The 

WWF Title? Also: R&Rs-Horsemen, Flair-R. Garvin, 

Adrian Adonis, Steve Willioms, 

February 1988: A Spocial Analysis By Jesse 

Ventura; Randy Savage Hos Wimped Out! Also: 

Sting, R&Rs-Blanchard & Anderson, Kevin Von Erich, 
-Lowler-Dundoe. 

March 1988: Bom Bam Bigelow: Wrestling’s 

Most Dangerous Man. Alo: Adams-Perez, Nikita 

Koloff, Honky Tonk, Freebirds. 

May 1988; Million-Dollar Middleman: The 

Future Of The WWF Is In Ted DiBiase’s Hands, 

Also: Zbyszko & Baby Doll, Road Warriors-Konga & 

Warlord, Fritz Von Erich, Rockors-Express. 

June 1988; The Noble Savage: How Beauty 

Killed The Boast Within “The Mocho Man.” Also: 

Warriors-Warlord & Borborian, R&R Express, Baby Doll, 


G. Gogne-Hennig. 

August 1988: What Rondy Savage Must Do To 
Escape The Shodow Of Hulk Hogan. Alo: Hyatt- 
Gilbert, Sting, Michoel Hayes, Honky Tonk. 

Octobor 1988: Preview & Analysis: 
Megapowers vs. Megabucks. Also: Horsemen, 
Jorry Lawler, Warlord & Barbarian, Dangerously-Gilbert, 
Beefcake-Honky Tonk. 

Novombor 1988: Dusty Rhodes vs. Barry 
Windham: The Night The Teacher Learned A 
Lesson. Also: Kerry-Lowler, Lex Luger, Muraco- 
Volentine, Freebirds. 

December 1988: Exclusive “Hotseat” 
Interview: Roddy He Ever Be Back? 
Also: Powers of Poin, Ultimate Worrior, Ric Flair, Bambi- 
Mystic, Kevin Von Erich. 

February 1989: Tully & Arn Will Fail Under 
Bobby Heenan! A Special Analysis By J.J. Dillon, 
Also; Hogan-Bossman, Sgt. Slaughter, Lawler-Inside 
Wresting, Davis: Wayne. 

March 1989: Collision Course! Wrestling Isn't 
Big Enough For Two Midnight Express Teams, 
Ako: Von Erichs, Curt Hennig, Warrior-Honky Tonk, Rick 
Steiner, Fuller & Golden. 

July 1989: Megapowers II? It’s Time For 
Ultimato Warrior And Sting To Reunite! Also: 
Kerry Von Erich, Savage & Hart, Barry Windham, 
Demolition-Powers of Pain, ex-NWA stars. 

August 1989: Your Ballots Are In: Hulkamonia 
Rules! Also: Tanaka & Diamond, Rick Steamboat, 
Bigolow-Rhodes, Rick Rude, Jim Cornette. 

Septombor 1989: Savage Is Shamed By 
Hogon—Only Elizabeth Can Save Him Now. 
Also: Lex Luger, Mil Mascaras, Dusty Rhodes, 
Bushwhockers, Skandor Akbor. 

October 1989: Dusty Rhodes’ WWF Hit List. 
Also: Holl-Pillman-Vicious, Curt Hennig, Worriors, Terry 
Gordy, Kevin Von Erich, 

November 1989: Please, Elizabeth—Don’t 
Wrestle Sherri! Also: Mil Mascaras, Dangerously- 
Comelte, Sting-T, Funk, Lex Luger, Jake Roberts 
December 1989: The Dusty Rood Is Paved With 
Gold: The Americon Dream Lives On! Also: Ric Flair, 
Hogan-Zous, Embry-Chu-hi, Lex Luger, Larry Zbyszko. 
January 1990 Why Sting’s Friendship Is Tearing 
Ric Flair Apart. Ako: Morlon & Gibson, Hulk Hogan, 
Sting-Floir, Roberts-DiBiose, Lawer-Embry. 

February 1990: Sex Symbol Showdown: Rude’s 
Out ... Piper’s In... And The Fans Love It! Ako: 
Warriors-Skyscrapers, Jimmy Snuka, Tom Zenk, 
Destruction Crow, Kerry Von Erich 


eee BACK ISSUES Of 


Be sure to fill in the gaps in your collection of “the magazine 
that rips the lid off pro wrestling!” INSIDE WRESTLING 
fariicleh ou need to keep up with the 
iste—oedie today! 


March 1990 (Special Issue): The "80s: A 
Rousing Review Of A Dynamic Decade. Also: 
Bobby Heenan, Ric Flair, Paul Orndorff. 

April 1990: Starrcade '89: Might Of The Iron 
Men. Also: Worrior-Hogon, Dustin Rhodes, Buzz 
Sawyer, WWF shuttle, 

May 1990: WrestleMania VI Moin Event: Hulk 
Hogan vs. Ultimate Warrior: Exclusive Preview 
& Analysis. Also: Jerry Lawler, Al Perez, Lox Luger, 
Woman, LPWA. 

June 1990: Tragedy Strikes Sting! How You Can 
Help Speed His Recovery. Also: Saito-Zbyszko, 
Forthquake, Ultimate Warrior, Jeff Jarrett, 

July 1990: Our Urgent Plea To Hulk Hogan & 
Ultimate Warrior: Team Up And Eliminate These 
Mon. Also: Steiners, Sting, Earthquoke, Kokina 
Maximus, Tessa. 
August 1990: The Experts Agree: Lex Luger Has 
Mode Ric Flair A Broken Man: Ako: Hulk Hogan, 
Ultimate Warrior, Pillman & Zenk, Terry Toylor, Jorry 
Lower. 


September 1990: Fighting Fire With Fire: The 
Awesome Foursome—Committed To Destroying 
The Horsemen. Also: Hulk Hogan, Hocksaw Duggan, 
J¥D, Adams-Jeannie, Midnight Express, 
October 1990; Sting: “I Feel Like I’ve 
Conquered The World!” Also: Legion of Doom, 
Bushwhockers, El Gigante, Mike Rotundo, Juice Patrol. 
November 1990: Ric Flair & Hulk Hogan: A Tole 
Of Two Ex-Champions. Also: Sid Vicious, Sgt. 
Slaughter, Jeannie-Toni, Mr. Fuji & Orient Express. 
December 1990: Halloween Havoc Horror! Why 
Sting Is Spooked By Sid Vicious. Aso: Hulk Hogan, 
Kerry Von Erich, Jim Cornette, Larry Zhyszko. 
Janvary 1991: Warning To The Ultimate 
Warrior: The Legion Of Doom Will Lead You 
Tom Desruction. Also; Poul £, Dangerously, Chris 
Adams, Steiners, Lowler-T. Funk. 
February 1991: Our Plon For The “Hulkster” To 
The WWF World Belt. Also: Terry Taylor, 
Rick Martel, Sting & Simmons, oll-annoying, Ston 


Honsen. 

March 1991: The Earthquake Feud Rumbles On: 
Will Hulk Hogan Be The Victim Of His Owa 
Deadly Obsession? Also: Roberts-Martel, Sting- 
Hansen, Keirn-Perez, Borry Windham. 

April 1991: The Steiners: They’s Be Wrestling’s 
Greatest Tog Team, But ... Also: Eddie Gilbert, 
Flair-Sting, Steiners, Roddy Pipe, Lorry Zbyszko, Sgt. 
Slaughter 


May 1991: Savage vs. Warrior: The Bloodlust 
Of Ex-Champions. Also: Steinors, Sting, Virgil, D. 
Sammartino-1. Koloff. 

June 1991: Steiners, LOD: Tog Teom Thunder. 
Also: Stove Willioms, Nikita Koloff, |-C belt, Dundees, 
Arm Anderson 

July 1991: Hogan’s Burning Mad! Beating 
Slaughter For The Tithe Was Not Enough. Ako: 
Virgil, Nastys, Steiners, Don Spivey, Terry Funk. 

August 1991: Are The Steiners Getting Too 
Cocky For Their Own Good? Also: Jerry Lawler, Rick 
Steamboat, Wortior-Undertaker, Dustin Rhodes. Flair- 
Windham, 

September 1991/Justice Is In The WWF ... And 
Hogan's In The Biggest Trouble Of His Life! Ako: 
Missy-Paul E., Rick Rude, Curt Hennig, Stevie Roy, 
Diamond Exchange. 

October 1991: Exclusive Preview & Anolysis: 
SummerSlam ‘91. Also: Savage & Liz, Hogan & 
Warrior, Leg Luger, Santana-Atlos, Steve Williams, 


November 1991: Our Investigation Reveals ... 
The Truth Behind The Hogan-Savage Connection. 





















































Aso: Lex Luger, Ric Flair, War Games, Mounties, foreign | “Hulkster” Faces His Biggest Challenge Ever! | 8am Bom Bigelow, John Studd, Bubbo- Sting. March 1997: Why Bret’s Execution Will Be 
objects. Plus: Joff Jarrett, Maxx Payne, Sid Vicious, Coctus-Vader, | October 1995 (Special Issue): WCW Midyear | Excellent By WrestleMania Also: Roddy Piper, 
December 1991: A Night To Remember: | Bret Hort, Report. Also: Randy Savage; Bret & Cactus, Sting, | Syxx, Survivor Series, Steve Austin, talent scouts. 
SummerSlam Provides Heat For The Cold | January 1994 (Special Issue): Wrestling’s | Diesel, Hawk. April 1997 (Special Issue): The 1997 Inside 
Months Ahead. Also: Alexandra York, Simmons- | Seasonal Spectaculars! WWF's SummerSlam, | November 1995: One Defense In Four Months?! | Wrestling Tournament, Ako: 
Luger, Lone & Cornette, Leatherface, WCW’s Fall Brawl. Plus: Rick Martel, Missy Hyatt, | Strip Hulk Hogan Of The Title—Now! Ako: Alex | Marlena-Soble, Nasty Boys, Flash Funk, Toz, Rick 
Fist 1992: Inside Wrestling Reveals: | Razor-Schyster, Steven Regal, Orndorff-Flair, | Wright, Totonka, King of Ring, Chris Benoit, Backlund- | Steiner. 
Sting’s Memo From A Maniac! Also: Freebirds, | Moscaros-Liger. Clinton. May 1997: Giant vs. Hogan: “Hey, Little Man, 

as be Brot Hart, Dusty Rhodes, Mike Rotundo, February 1994: Our Holiday Wish List For | December 1995: White With Fright, Green With | What Ya Gonna Do?” Ako: Woman-Benoit-Sullivan, 
Fibers) 1992: A Reign Of Poin: Lex Luger— | 1994, Ps: Hogon-Savage-Brel, Hacksow Duggan, : Why The Undertaker Had To Bury Kama. | Shawn-Bret, Undertaker, Scott Hall, Sabu. 
The Agony Of A World Champion. Ako: Bret Hart, } Doinks, Hollywood Blonds, Steven Regal. Also: Vader-Hogan, Worrior-Renegade, Gangstos-PE, | June 1997: Ahmed Johnson Reveals: “I Almost 
Patriot, Rick Rude, Enforcers, Thesz & Rogers. Maorch 1994: Inside Predicts: What’s | Waylon Mercy, Heavenly Bodies. Joined The Nation Of Domination.” Plus: Mankind, 
Morch 1992: Who's Winning The Hogan-Flair | In Store For ’94: Plus: Nostys & Missy, Col. Porker, | January 1996: Our Holiday Wish List For 19961 } Lex Luger, NWO, Davey Boy Smith, Jerry Graham. 
Wars? Ako: Steiners, Survivor Series, Enforcers-Rhodes | Ludvig Borgo, chairs, Survivor Series, Diesel-Michoels. Also: ude: Scott Norton, Sid Vicious, Psicasis-Misterio, | July 1997 (Special Issue): Howse Of Horrors! 
& Stoomboot, Johnny B. Badd. April 1994 (Special Issue): The Inside Wrestling | Barry Horowitz, Sobu. Fourth World Title Change In ‘97 ... Can The 
May 1992: Worl WrestleMania Will Be Sid And | Computer Tournament. Also: Lex Luger, Storreade, | February 1996: Wrestling’s Top Stors: What | Undertoker Restore Order? Plus: Siors onswer per- 
Hulk’s Battleground. Also: Jushin Liger, Eddie | Yoko-Fuji, Ric Fair, Curt Hennig, Funk-Sabu. 1996 Has In Store For Them! Ako: Goldust, Sherri- | sonal questions, Steve McMichael, Rood Warriors, Syxx, 
Gilbert, Repo Man, Austin-Blossom, Tri-State & UWF. May 1994: Lex Luger & Bret Hart: Their | Parker, Mikey Whipwreck, Smokin’ Gunns. Sandman-Lori-Tyler. 
June 1992: Sting: A New Champion, A New Ero. | Greatest Triumphs, Their Gravest Tragedies, | March 1996: His Excellency! How Bret | August 1997: Bret Hart Lashes Out: “You're All 
Also: Hulk Hogan, Harley Race, Marcus Bagwell, Tony | Also: Flair-Rude, Rick Morton, Heenan-Bockwinkel, Brion | Masterminded Diesels Execution. Also: Jeff e For What I’m About To Dol” Plus: 
Atlas, IRS & DiBiase. Christopher, Yoko-Booger. Jarrett, Giant, Jim Cornette, Survivor Series, Eddy | Shawn Michaels, Chyna, Steiners, Sting, Gilbert tourney, 
July 1992: Is Regaining The WWE Title An } June 1994: Woke Up, Rick Steamboat: Ric Flair | Guerrero. September 1997: The NWO’s Anniversa 
impossible Undertking? Hk: Shei & Show, Big Is Still “Stick” Rid Also: Jimmy Snuko, Tony Anthony, | May 1996: Ready ... Aim... Maim! The Sick Report. Ps: Lx Lge, Show Bret, Try Fon, Rob 
Von Vader, Gordy & Williams, Komola, Joe Savoldi. IRS, Bruise Brothers, Alundra Blayzo, Froebirds. Race To Cripple Shawn Michaels. Also: Shane | Von Dom, Ken Shamrock. 
August 1992: The Closer Flair Gets ... The | July 1994 (Special Issue): A Look Into | Douglas, Am Anderson, Jerry Lawler, Hogan-Alair, October 1997 (Special Issue): WCW Midyear 
More Savage “Macho Man” Becomes. Ako: Jock- | Wrestling’s Future: You Won't Believe What | June 1996: Luger Or Hogan? If Sting Mokes The | Report. Plus: LOD-PG-13, Rob Yon Dam, Flair & 
Badd, Brion Christopher, LOD & Ellering, Taylor & | You'll See! Also: Ron Simmons, Sting, Eorthquake- | Wrong Choice, He’s Throughl. Also: Road Warriors, | Horsemen, Ken Shamrock, McMichoel-White, Madd & 
Valentine, Dusty Wolfe. Booger, Bob Armstrong, Diesel. Roddy Piper, Ahmed Johnson, Raven, Al Snow Mama Maxxine. 

tember 1992: Hulk Hogan’s “Retirement”: | August 1994: 10 Years After Rock ‘n’ | August 1996: The Greening Of Wrestling: How | November 1997: WWF War Zone: 

The WWF Will Never Let Him Rest In | Wrestling: It’s Time For Roddy To Get Rowdy | Sting & Shawn Will Become $50,000,000 Men! } Interfederation Battles Rock The Sport! Plus: 
Peace, Also; War Gomes, Big Van Vader, Kamala, | Again! Ako: Hulk Hogan, 911, Freebirds, rulebreakers, | Also: Bodydonnas, Giant, Guorrera-Misterio, George | Ahmed Johnson, Curt Hennig, Nuevo World Order, Chris 
Jonnetty, UK. Cornette & Bodies, Bushwhockers. Steele, Goldust & Marlena. Candido, Dan Severn. 

October 1992: SummerSlam “92: Exclusive | September 1994: The Resurrection Of The | September 1996: She’s No Boob! Sunny: More | December 1997: Losing Is Bulll Has Dennis 
Preview & Analysis. Also: 5, Steiner-Muta, Ron | Undertaker. Also: Nostys-Cactus & Maxx, Flair- } Than Just Sex Appeal, Also: Lowler-Jorrett, 911, | Rodman Hod It With Hulk Hogan? Plus: Steve 
Simmons, Eddie Gilbert, Eric Embry. Steamboat, Nikolai Volkoff, Rock ‘n' Rolls, Luna Vochon. } Brion Pillman, Alex Wright, championship choos. Austin, Jarrett & Debra, Harts, Funk-Froncine, Chris 
November 1992: The Great American Crash: | October 1994 (Special Issue): WCW October 1996 (Special Issve): WCW Midyear Jericho. 
Voder Crushes Sting For The WCW World Title. | Report. Alo: Doink, Vader-Roce, Mabel, Dory Report. Also: Jake Roberts, Yokozuna, Giant-Konnon, | Holiday 1997 Pate Issue): The Steiners’ 
Also: Ric Flair, Ultimate Warrior, Modusa, Worlord & | Owon-Bret, Hall of Fame. Ahmed Johnson, Chris Jericho, strutters, Million-Dollar Gamble! Plus: 1998 calendor, Alex 
Borborian-Bushwhackers, top rope rule. December 1994: Hogan In Parodise ... And Ric | November 1996: The Steiners: Feasting On A | Wright, The Potiat, Sot, Slaughter, Turnbuckle Turkey 
Decomber 1992: Hey, Ric Flair: Stop Whining | Flair Feels The Thunder. Also: Bret-Owen, Rottens, | Buffet Of Violence. Also: Shawn Michaels, Sobu- | Awards, 
And Start Also: Razor Ramon, Heavenly | Coctus, AAA midgets, Sparky Plug, Donn E. Allen Douglas, King of Ring, Eddy Guerrero, truck stop terror. | January 1998: Sexy Seasons Greetings From 
Bodies, Jeff Jorrott, Windham & D. Rhodes, NWA title. February 1995: It’s Getting Ugly: Wrestling’s | December 1996: Three Women For Four | Sable: Our Holiday Wish For The Stors. Plus: Bret 
Janyary 1993 (Special Edition): 80,355 Fans | Losing Its Greatest Heroes, Ako: Sting, McMahon | Horsemen? The Hot Search For A Fourth Filly | Hort, Rey Misterio Jr., Steve Austin, WCW Executive 
Can‘t Bo Wrong: This Was The Greatest | Lowler, Cactus-Tammy, Woman, Brutus-Hogan, | Has Begunl Also: Sunny & Gunns, Giant, Goldust, | Committeo, Fritz Yon Erich. 
SummerSlam Ever! Also: WWF-USWA, LOD, Sting- | Valentine-Doink. Cornette & Hort, Jerry Jarrett. February 1998: Wrestling’s Top Stors: What's 
Simmons, Bret-Shongo, Rude-Dustin. March 1995: Predictions 1995. Also: Nostys, Razor | Holiday 1996 (Special Issue): The Tombstone: | Ahood For 1998. Plus: Brian Pillman, Sting, Hunter 
March 1993: Who Controls The Balance Of | Ramon, Tosmaniac, Kid-Man O'-Wor, Pillmon & Hogan. Wresling’s Deadliest Finisher. Ako: 1997 calendar, | Hearst Helmsley, Reckless Youth-Flash Funk, 
Power In The WWF? Also: Shawn Michoels, Nikita | June 1995: The Beginning Of The End? Will Hulk Firion Steinrs-HWO, Pit Bul | Morch 1998: Hort Transplant! Tho Truth Behind 
Koloff, Windham Dustin, Survivor Series, Rod Price. Hogan Get Burned By Friendly Fire? Also: Stove Brot’s Defection To WCW. Plus: Steve McMichael, 
April 1993: New Blood! The Wrestlers Who | Austin, Gongstas, Public Enemy, Bret-Owen, Jeff Jorrett. Tae 1997: Dreaming Of A Sunny | Bom Bom Bigelow, Steve Austin, Disco Inferno. 
Could Revitalize The WWF In “93. Plus: Z-Mon & | July 1995 (Special Issue): Wrestling Coolll! | Christmas ... Our Holiday Wish List For The | April 1998 (Special Issue): The 1998 Inside 
Gunn, Sting-Voder, Dangerous Alliance, Ric Flair. What's In—And Why—In The Mat Sport | Stars. Also; “Michaels & Undertaker, Sting, Barry | Wrestling Computer Tournament. Also: Scott Hall, 
May 1993: Exclusive WrestleMania IX Match | Today. Also: Savage & Sting, Alex Wright, Bruise | Windham, Foaroog, NWO. Marlena, Chris Benoit, Gunn & James, Sabu-Sondman. 
Analysys. Also: Andre the Giant, Pillmon & Austin, | Brothers, Don Severn, Ivan Putski, Februcry 1997: Trouble In Egoville: Is There An | May 1998: Is The WWF Screwing Another 
Great Muta, Headshrinkers-Steiners, 2 Cold Scorpio, August 1995: The Untold Truth: WrestleMania | NWO Within The NWO? Ako: Chris Condido, Bret- | Hort? Plus: Steve Austin, Dallas Poge, T, Lony 
August 1993: Hulk Hogan vs. Yokozuna: The ' X—The Winners And Losers: Ako: Johnny 8. Badd, * Shawn, Ric Flair, Joey Styles, Liger-Benoit, Tbyszko, Al Snow. 
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LARRY ZBYSZKO BECOMES 
WRESTLING'S MOST HATED 
MAN...IN RECORD TIME! 


TA 
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COP a MC: ee 
believe, but WCW’s most 
revered broadcaster wasn’t 
always so revered. For 
details on a period in his life 
when fans truly despised 


him, check out this “Inside a 


Wrestling Classic” from 15 


years ago 





| E DON’T WANT to hear 
it!” 

Larry Zbyszko looks over the fans 
in the television studio and laughs. 
He's grown accustomed to this 
chant, hearing it every time he 
opens his mouth for a television 
interview. The fans don’t bother 
him. As he’s said often enough, 
“They can shout all they want. I’ve 
got the microphone.” 


So Larry shouts back at the fans 
how he’s the National champion 
and there's nothing they can do 
about it. He also speaks of his dis- 
dain for the fans, repeats his re- 
fusal to wrestle on television, and 
ensures himself winning this year's 
“Guest Most Wanted to Leave’ 
award. 

While there are many obnoxious 
wrestlers, Larry Zbyzsko has quickly 
become the most hated man in 
wrestling. It isn’t easy to be so 
reviled in so short a time. It takes 
real talent; a gift. When it comes to 
being despised, Larry is the most 
gifted man in wrestling. 

It wasn’t always that way. There 
was a time when Larry was among 
the most beloved of all wrestlers. 
He was trained by Bruno Sammar- 





The story line sounds familiar at first: popular wrestler, unhappy with 
his career, turns to the world of rulebreaking. But Larry Zbyszko 
doesn’t do the things he does for personal reward. Zbyszko’s goal is the 
ruination of the wrestling establishment—a goal that has brought him 
the contempt of fans and fellow wrestlers alike 


SO 
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tino, and many people assumed 
he’d be the one to take Sammar- 
tino's mantle. Then a rift between 
Sammartino and Zbyszko drove 
Larry into the arms of the rule- 
breakers. Soon he had made him- 
self one of the cleverest rule- 
breakers around. 

Then Larry's genius for infuriat- 
ing fans blossomed. When Killer 
Brooks pinned Paul Orndorff to win 


Zbyszko maneuvers Johnny Rich into the abdominal stretch (above left) and then adds 
leverage to the painful hold by grabbing his helpless opponent's trunks (left). Larry flings a 
weary Rich across the ring (above right). Johnny stuns Zbyszko with an uppercut to the 


cheek (below). 


¥ 


the National championship, Larry 
bought the title from him. Larry 
didn’t win it, but he had all the 
privileges of being champion. One 
of those privileges was to keep the 
tremendous sums of money that a 
champion commands. As a_ busi- 
ness deal, it was a brilliant invest- 
ment. As behavior for a professional 
athlete, it was a disgrace. 

That was only the beginning. 


Photos by Emmy Yates & Brian Hildebrand 
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Wherever Larry went, he made sure 
to anger the fans. Those not en- 
raged noticed his delight in driving 
the fans into a lather. Goading 
them on, Larry played them like a 
violin. He knew where to hit, and 
he assaulted repeatedly. 
Eventually, it began to occur to 
some that Larry was more inter- 
ested in infuriating fans than in 
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SEE 4 For All Three! 


We have extremely limited stock remaining 
on three issues from the series of nine “Pro 
Wrestling Illustrated Super Color Special” 
poster magazines! Order now before sup- 
plies are completely exhausted! 


eSuper Color Special #1: 22° x 32" color 
poster of The Road Warriors ... Plus: Kevin 
Von Erich vs. Chris Adams (16" x 22" color) ... 
Hulk Hogan (11" x 16" color) ... Full-color 
Action Update. 


eSuper Color Special #3; 22" x 32" color 
poster of Kerry Von Erich ... Plus: Ric Flair 
(16" x 22" color) ... Roddy Piper (11" x 16” 
color) ... Full-color Action Update. 

eSuper Color Special #8: 22" x 32" color 
poster of Hulk Hogan vs. Paul Omdorff ... 
Plus; The Rockers (16" x 22" color) ... 
Magnum T.A. (11" x 16" color) ... Full-color 
Action Update. 


r C Yes! Please rush me the follow- ! 
ing “PW/ Super Color Specials. "he 
have enclosed $5 for each issue or! 
$13.95 for all three. Make check or! 
money order payable to: 

; LONDON PUBLISHING CO. 

| P.O. Box 910 

' Ft. Washington, PA 19034 


_] Super Color Special #1 
C] Super Color Special #3 
_} Super Color Special #8 
C) Super Color Specials #1, #3, #8 


Name 








Address 





City. 





State Zip. 

| $7 for orders outside U.S. ($16.95 for all; 
; three). International money order in U.S. funds ! 
' only. Please allow 6-8 weeks for delivery. 





L 3853/07-95 } 





wrestling. His behavior really was 
aimed at the fans and the wrestling 
establishment; he really wasn’t 
concerned about his opponents. 
Gaining victories was only a way to 
keep the powerful in a state of fury. 

Larry doesn’t admit this, but nei- 
ther does he deny it. ‘‘When | was 
young and stupid, the honor of 
wrestling meant a lot to me,’’ he 
said. ‘‘| can't count the batterings | 
took rather than get down to a so- 
called rulebreaker’s level. My vaca- 
tions were spent in rehabilitation, 
resting torn muscles and wrenched 
joints. | thought the pain was worth 
it, though, because | was an honor- 
able wrestler. People respected me. 

“Then | had a falling out with 
Sammartino. It was personal thing 
that spilled over into our profes- 
sional lives. At any time—for a sin- 
gle instant—did the fans try to see 
my side of it? You bet your life they 
didn’t! Instead, they turned on me 
as if I'd betrayed them. They didn’t 
even want to understand. No, 
Bruno can do no wrong. All that | 
had done for them meant squat. At 
a very tough time in my life, | was 
without a friend. | kept thinking of 
all the pain |'’d suffered, all the 
opportunities |’d missed. For longer 
than | care to admit, | hated myself 
for my stupidity. From now on, | 
owe wrestling nothing.” 

It doesn’t take a seer to see the 
cruelty in Larry’s cunning. He's 
aiming to topple the wrestling 





Zbyszko exerts tremendous pressure on 
Rich's left shoulder. 


establishment. He doesn’t want to 
replace it with himself; this isn't 
ambition. He just wants to see it 
destroyed. His lust for catastrophe 
is the driving force behind his 
strange and cynical behavior. He 
wants others to suffer as he 
suffered. 

Zbyszko is succeeding beyond 
his wildest dreams. He has the en- 
tire NWA demanding his head with- 
out having any idea how to get it. 
Larry has danced around the rules, 
flouted his former beliefs, and is 
financially more successful than 
ever. His fame has never been so 
widespread, and the purses he now 
commands make his former earn- 
ings seem paltry. One hesitates to 
draw; a moral from his outlaw 
tactics. 

Larry's former friends are an- 
gered and saddened by the turn of 
events. Tony Garea, once Larry's 
tag team partner, admits, ‘‘The 
Larry Zbyszko | knew is dead. | 
don’t know him anymore. Some- 
thing snapped inside him and de- 
stroyed all the honor. He makes me 
sick now.” 

Larry is sickening to most people 
who believe in the sanctity of sport. 
In a recent match against Johnny 
Rich, Larry cruelly assaulted his 
young foe. There was neither art 
nor courage in this attack; it was a 
bully taking advantage of a weak- 
ened foe. At the end of the con- 
test, Larry preened with pride. It 
was a revolting exhibition of wres- 
tling conceit. 

Those who know Larry best, how- 
ever, hold out hope. They remem- 
ber the young, idealistic grappler 
who once thrilled arenas. They re- 
call his almost religious belief in 
truth and heroism. And they mourn 
the absence of that man as much 
as they condemn the man he has 
become. Some refuse to believe 
Larry will return to them. As one 
said, ‘‘It’s too painful to believe 
Larry will always remain the rat he 
is today." O 
INSIDE WRESTLING 














e Steiners 
e Sabu 
«Cactus — 


exes amcaae FH 






If you have been searching for a wrestling 
magazine that is jammed with action-packed, 
full-color photos, insightful writing, and is 
printed on ultra-high quality paper .... your 
search has ended! 


Introducing THE WRESTLING ANALYST, the 
newest magazine from London Publishing 
Co.—the same folks that publish PRO — 
WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED. Published six 
times a year, THE WRESTLING ANALYST is 
the only all-slick, all-color wrestling magazine 
that covers the hottest stars from ALL the 
federations. 


In each issue, eight of wrestling’s biggest stars 
are thoroughly evaluated. For each wrestler, 
you get an in-depth analysis covering 20 
different categories, including offense, defense, 


experience, conditioning, stamina, power, ability 


to absorb punishment, and much, much more. 


Subscribe today and receive 15% off the cover 


price when you sign up for six issues. 
Subscribe for 12 issues and save even more— 
20% off the cover price. 


IF YOU DON’T 
SUBSCRIBE TO 
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OFFICIAL RATINGS 














TOP 15 4—HOLLYWOOD HOGAN 8—ROCKY MAIVIA 12—ROB VAN DAM 
+) WCW World champion (11) WWF Intercontinental champion (+) ECW TV champion 
1—STEVE AUSTIN 5—MITSUHARU MISAWA 9—OWEN HART 13—DIAMOND DALLAS PAGE 
(2) WWE World champion (+ All-Jopan Triple Crown champion (1 No. 3 contender: WWF World title (4) No, 6 contender: WCW World fitle 
2—STING 6—BILL GOLDBERG T0—HUNTER HEARST HELMSLEY 14—TATSUMI FUJINAMI 
(1) No, 2 contender: WCW World title U.S. heavyweight chompion (13) WWF European champion (+ IWGP 
3—THE UNDERTAKER 7—LEX LUGER 11—BOOKER T 15—CHRIS JERICHO 
(8) No, 2 contender: WWF World title (10) No. 3 contender; WCW World title (12) WCW TV champion (7) WCW cruiserweight champion 
WCW 4—LEX LUGER 8—RANDY SAVAGE 12—RAVEN 
(6) 265, Chicago, Ik (7) 237, Sarasota, FL (11) 235, Short Hills, NJ 
1—HOLLYWOOD HOGAN 5—BOOKER T 9—KEVIN NASH 13—RICK STEINER 
+ 275, Venice Beach, CA (5) 250, Harlem, NY + 356, Detroit, Mi (14) 248, Detroit, Mi 
2—BILL GOLDBERG 6—CHRIS JERICHO 10—THE GIANT 14—SCOTT STEINER 
(10) 270, Tulso, OK (4) 225, Vancouver, British Columbia (9) 430, ports unknown } 251, Detroit, Mi 
3—STING 7—DIAMOND DALLAS PAGE 11—BRET HART 15—CURT HENNIG 
(1) 260, Venice Beach, CA (2) 260, Tampa, FL (8) 235, Calgory, Alberta [+] 235, Minneapolis, MN 
WWE 4—OWEN HART 8—KANE 12—MARC MERO 
1 227, Calgary, Alberta (7) 345, ports unknown (11) 235, Buffalo, NY 
1—STEVE AUSTIN 5—HUNTER HEARST HELMSLEY 9—FAAROOQ 13—DAN SEVERN 
(3) 252, Victoria, TX (6) 279, Greenwich, CT (-} 291, Perry, GA + 265, Detroit, Mi 
2—ROCKY MAIVIA 6—DUDE LOVE 10—KEN SHAMROCK 14—TAKA MICHINOKU 
(2) 272, Pearl City, Hi 1 277, Truth or Consequences, NM (4) 235, Son Bernardino, CA (8) 169, Morioka, Japon 
3—THE UNDERTAKER 7—JEFF JARRETT 11—GOLDUST 15—STEVE BLACKMAN 
(5) 328, parts unknown (10} 230, Nashville, TN + 254, Austin, TX (13) 245, Annville, PA 
ECW 4—AL SNOW &—2 COLD SCORPIO 12—BUH BUH RAY DUDLEY 
(7) 232, lima, OH (6) 222, Denver, CO 1 325, parts unknown 
1—SHANE DOUGLAS 5—SABU 9—LANCE STORM 13—NEW JACK 
(1) 240, Pittsburgh, PA (8) 225, Bombay {13} 234, Calgory, Alberta +} 225, Philadelphia, PA 
2—ROB VAN DAM 6—JUSTIN CREDIBLE 10—CHRIS CANDIDO gitar ROTTEN 
(9) 240, Battle Creek, Mi (10) 225, Waterbury, CT (11) 226, Corteret, NJ 302, Philadelphia, PA 
3—BAM BAM BIGELOW 7—TOMMY DREAMER 11—THE SANDMAN 15—SPIE DUDLEY 
(2) 368, Mt, Lourel, NJ (4) 245, Yonkers, NY (3) 244, Philadelphia, PA +) 155, parts unknown 
a ee an 
INTERNATIONAL 4—KENSUKE SASAKI &—TOSHIAKI KAWADA 12—SHINYA HASHIMOTO 
— (2} 233, Tokyo, Japan (6) 245, Ashikage, Jopan (10) 287, Gifu, Japan 
1—MITSUHARU MISAWA 5—KELI MUTO 9—FRANZ SCHUMANN 13—MAUNUKEA MOSSMAN 
(1) 228, Ashikaga, Jopan (8) 245, Yamaguchi, Japon (9) 201, Graz, Austria (12) 245, Honolulu, Hi 
2—TATSUMI FUJINAMI 6—UNIVERSO 2000 10—PERRO AGUAYO 14—XKIYOSHI TIMURA 
(4 234, Oito, Jopan (4) 215, parts unknown (7) 215, Zacatecas, Mexico (13) 191, Yokohama, Jopan 
3—JUSHIN LIGER 7—KENTA KOBASHI 11—ULTIMO DRAGON 15—MR. GANNOSUKE 
(3) 206, Hiroshimo, Jopon (5) 261, Fukuchiyomo, Japon (11) 175, Mexico City, Mexico (14) 223, Tokyo, Jopon 
TOP 15 TAG TEAMS 
1—BILLY GUNN & JESSE JAMES 6—THE HEADBANGERS 11—SABU & ROB VAN DAM 
(1) WWF World tog team champions (8) No. 2 contenders: WWF World tog title (12) No. 3 contenders: ECW tog title 
2—LOD 2000 7—THE MIDNIGHT EXPRESS 12—ROB CONWAY & Nick DINSMORE 
No. 1 contenders: WWF tag title NWA tog team champions (+ Music City tag team champions 
3—MASA CHONO & KEL] MUTO 8—CHRIS CANDIDO & LANCE STORM 13—THE ROCK ‘N’ ROLL EXPRESS 
(3) IWGP tog team champions (5) ECW tag team (13) No. 1 contenders: NWA tog tithe 
4—THE GIANT & STING 9—TERRY FUNK & 2 OD SCORPIO 14—PUBLIC ENEMY 
(No. 1 contenders: WCW World tag fitle (No. 3 contenders: WWF tog 1 No. 2 contenders: WCW World tag fitle 
5—BUH BUH RAY & D-VON DUDLEY 10—AXL ROTTEN & MAHONEY 15—THE QUEBECERS 


(9) No. 1 contenders: ECW tog fitle 


64 


+ No. 2 contenders: ECW tog title 


(15) No. 4 contenders: WWF World tag fitle 
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These ratings are compiled by the editors with the assistance of promoters, wrestlers, and reporters around 
the country, and are based on won-lost records for the past month, quality of opposition, and the inherent skill 
of each wrestler. The number in parentheses indicates a wrestler's position in that category last issue; (-) 
indicates that the wrestler was not rated in that category last issue ... Championships highlighted in bold on 
the “Roll Call Of Champions” have changed hands since our previous issue ... The information under the 
championship listing indicates the date that champion won the title, who the former champion was, and where 


the match took place. 


For period ended April 27, 1998 


ROLL CALL OF CHAMPIONS 





ALL-JAPAN INTERNATIONAL CHAMPION: MITSUHARU MISAWA 
(January 20, 1997; from Kenta Kobashi; Osaka, Japan) 


ALL-JAPAN INTERNATIONAL TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: TOSHIAK! KAWADA & AKIRA TAUE 
(January 25, 1998; from Johnny Ace & Kenta Kobashi; Yokohama, Japan) 


ALL-JAPAN UNITED NATIONAL CHAMPION: MITSUHARU MISAWA 
(January 20, 1997; from Kenta Kobashi; Osaka, Japan) 


AMERICAN INDEPENDENT WRESTLING FEDERATION HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: CYCLONE 
(October 18, 1997; from Major Havoc; Elkin, NC) 


AMERICAN INDEPENDENT WRESTLING FEDERATION LIGHT HEAVYWEIGHT 
CHAMPION: PHANTOM | 
(April 11, 1998; from Gemini; Elkin, NC) 


AMERICAN INDEPENDENT WRESTLING FEDERATION TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: 
GENERATION X 
(February 14, 1998; from The Biker Outlaws; Elkin, NC) 


AMERICAN INDEPENDENT WRESTLING FEDERATION U.S. CHAMPION: BRIAN DANZIG 
(March 28, 1998; from Steve Niles; Bassett, VA) 


CENTURY WRESTLING ALLIANCE HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION; ERICH SBRACCIA 
(January 24, 1998; beat Vic Steamboat in tournament final; Ridgefield, CT) 


CENTURY WRESTLING ALLIANCE CRUISERWEIGHT CHAMPION: MILLENNIUM 
(October 18, 1997; from Joel Davis; Lawrence, MA) 


ECW HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: SHANE DOUGLAS 
(November 30, 1997; from Bam Bam Bigelow; Monaca, PA) 


ECW TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: CHRIS CANDIDO & LANCE STORM 
(December 6, 1997; from Doug Furnas & Phil Lafon; Philadelphia, PA) 


ECW TELEVISION CHAMPION: ROB VAN DAM 
(April 4, 1998; from Bam Bam Bigelow; Buffalo, NY) 


GREAT AMERICAN WRESTLING FEDERATION HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION; 
TERMINATOR REX 
(January 17, 1998; beat Chris Cannon; Red Oak, NC) 


INT'L PRO WRESTLING HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: KING KONG BUNDY 
(December 5, 1997; from Brick Bronsky; Jim Thorpe, PA) 


IWGP HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: TATSUMI FUJINAMI 
(April 4, 1998; from Kensuke Sasaki; Tokyo, Japan) 


IWGP INTERNATIONAL TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: MASA CHONO & KEIJ! MUTO 
(October 19, 1997; from Kensuke Sasaki & Kazuo Yamazaki; Kobe, Japan) 


IWGP JUNIOR HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: JUSHIN LIGER 
(February 7, 1998; from Shinjiro Otani; Sapporo, Japan) 


MUSIC CITY WRESTLING NORTH AMERICAN CHAMPION: THE COLORADO KID 
(April 4, 1998; won battle royal; Nashville, TN) 


MUSIC CITY WRESTLING TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: ROB CONWAY & NICK DINSMORE 
(April 4, 1998; won four-team match; Nashville, TN) 


NATIONAL WRESTLING ALLIANCE HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: DAN SEVERN 
(February 24, 1995; from Chris Candido; Erlanger, KY) 


NATIONAL WRESTLING ALLIANCE LIGHT HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: DEVON STORM 
(February 14, 1998; beat Reckless Youth in tournament final; Mount Holly, NJ) 


NATIONAL WRESTLING ALLIANCE TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: THE MIDNIGHT EXPRESS 
(March 30, 1998; from The Headbangers; Albany, NY) 


PACIFIC WRESTLING FEDERATION HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: MITSUHARU MISAWA 
(January 20, 1997; from Kenta Kobashi; Osaka, Japan) 


PACIFIC WRESTLING FEDERATION JUNIOR HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: 
MAUNUKEA MOSSMAN 
(August 22, 1997; from Yoshinari Ogawa; Tokyo, Japan) 


PACIFIC WRESTLING FEDERATION TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: 
TOSHIAKI KAWADA & AKIRA TAUE 
(January 25, 1998; from Johnny Ace & Kenta Kobashi; Yokohama, Japan) 


PENNSYLVANIA CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING COMMONWEALTH CHAMPION: 
RECKLESS YOUTH 
(November 21, 1997; from Mike Quackenbush; Reading, PA) 


PENNSYLVANIA CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: 
TIGER KHAN 
(November 21, 1997; from Cheetah Master; Reading, PA) 


PENNSYLVANIA CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: 
BLUE THUNDER & J.R. RYDER 
(January 16, 1998; from The Persian Prince & Dave Patera; Reading, PA) 


PRO WRESTLING FEDERATION HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: BLACK ANGEL 
(March 28, 1998; from Ripper; Kings Mountain, NC) 


PRO WRESTLING FEDERATION JUNIOR HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: FLAMING YOUTH 
(April 25, 1998; from Strutter; Gaffney, SC) 


PRO WRESTLING FEDERATION TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: 
BLACK DIAMOND & MAN OF THUNDER 
(April 25, 1998; from George South & Italian Stallion; Gaffney, SC) 


WCW CRUISERWEIGHT CHAMPION: CHRIS JERICHO 
(January 24, 1998; from Rey Misterio Jr.; Dayton, OH) 


WCW TELEVISION CHAMPION: BOOKER T 
(February 22, 1998; from Rick Martel; San Francisco, CA) 


WCW U.S. CHAMPION: BILL GOLDBERG 
(April 20, 1998; from Raven; Colorado Springs, CO) 


WCW WORLD CHAMPION: HOLLYWOOD HOGAN 
(April 20, 1998; from Randy Savage; Colorado Springs, CO) 


WCW WORLD TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: SCOTT HALL & KEVIN NASH 
(February 22, 1998; from Rick & Scott Steiner; San Francisco, CA) 


WWF EUROPEAN CHAMPION: HUNTER HEARST HELMSLEY 
(March 16, 1998; from Owen Hart; Phoenix, AZ) 


WWF INTERCONTINENTAL CHAMPION: ROCKY MAIVIA 
(December 8, 1997; by forfeit from Steve Austin; Portland, ME) 


WWF LIGHT HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: TAKA MICHINOKU 
(December 7, 1997; beat Brian Christopher in tournament final; Springfield, MA) 


WWF WORLD CHAMPION: STEVE AUSTIN 
(March 29, 1998; from Shawn Michaels; Boston, MA) 


WWF WORLD TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: BILLY GUNN & JESSE JAMES 
(March 30, 1998; beat Cactus Jack & Terry Funk; Albany, NY) 
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“WILL THE REAL 
= —_ EXPRESS PLEASE 
=) = STAND UP!” 





- — \ = or 


THE MIDNIGHT EXPRESS vs. 
THE ROCK ’N’ ROLL EXPRESS 
August 16, 1986 


Rick Morton never submitted to this Dennis Condrey abdominal stretch, 
and eventually he and partner Robert Gibson rallied to win the matech—and the NWA 
World tag team title. But Condrey and Bobby Eaton are notorious sore losers, and 
The Midnight Express is still looking to avenge this loss ... 12 years later. Talk about 
holding a grudge! Of course, The Midnight Express that is currently feuding with 
The Rock ’n’ Roll Express in the WWF is comprised of Bart Gunn and Bob Holly. 
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[| ©) |am enclosing $29.20 for a 13-issue subscription — reece z) ahs vee Eondbn Bubiehing(C | 
i {-] | am enclosing $54.75 for a 26-issue subscription (Ciste es ich Muelle hy Toe eens can eeell nine) Ce) I 
[| | wish to receive the 1998 PWI Wrestling Almanac TV“ ~ 
| as a bonus to my subscription and have enclosed $2 CL) Visa () MasterCard # I 
ie to cover postage and handling Expiration date: / 
_| | would like to order the 1998 PWI Almanac only MO / YR I 
I and have enclosed $7 as payment in full s I 
Signature: 
I [] NEW [] RENEWAL 1 
| Price offer good in U.S. only, Canada and all other countries: $39.60 for 13 issues ($61.70 airmail), and $75.55 for 26 issues ($119.75 airmail). | 
For all orders outside U.S., international money order in U.S. funds only. Please allow up to eight weeks before you receive your first issue. 
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When it comes to wrestling, Pro Wrestling 
Illustrated magazine has all the inside information 
you want and it’s only a phone call away. 
If it happens in the ring, the locker room,.or on 
the road, you’ll hear it here first. 
To get all the breaking stories from every federation, 
call the Pro Wrestling Illustrated Hotline now and 
you'll be the first to learn about ... 
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Tell the editors of Pro Wrestling Illustrated what you 
want to see in the magazine. Dictate a letter to the Editor-in-Chief. 
Selected letters will be printed in Pro Wrestling Illustrated. 


CALL NOW 


IN THE U.S., 1-900-884-4PWI 
IN CANADA, 1-900-451-3101 
IN THE U.K., 0897 555 263 


"TF This service is available on both touch-tone and rotary-dial phonesiiy) 

“Cost per minute in the United States is $1:99. Cost per minute! Canada is 
$2.49. Cost per minute in the United Kingdomiis) él. 100 

Kids, get youryparénts’ permission. _ 

‘BGM Box 6424, London WCIN 3XX 4457/08-97 
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